
Wootton Vicarage 
1st July 2020 
  
We remember before God our Father your work produced by faith, your labour prompted by love, and your              

endurance inspired by hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. 
1 Thessalonians 1:3 

  
Dear members of St Marys 
  
These words of the apostle Paul to his faraway friends in Thessalonica have become very familiar to 
me since March. They say so much, so briefly, of what God delights to see in the local church.  And 
which, in his mercy, we see in one another in lockdown.  Trust in God shown in obedient holiness of 
life.  Service of others motivated by Christ-like love.  And humble resilience in hard times, sustained by 
the certainty of meeting Jesus.  How far short we often fall!  But how far he has led us along this road of 
discipleship, even since March. 
  
Faith love and hope will all be needed afresh in the weeks ahead, as we attempt to return to 
church.  Many pages of guidance have now arrived from the government and Church of England.  As 
we follow them, they will help us care for people, to keep one another safe when services                    
resume.   Meeting in modest numbers.  Maintaining good hygiene.   Socially distanced and without      
singing - or coffee.  And many other alterations.  
  
Church will be different.  Probably for most of us, the online service will continue to be the main way 
we can 'go to church', most of the time, for a while.  For some of us, even when we can venture out, it 
will not be wise to come.  But when it is right – for St Marys and for you - we will begin to be together 
again, gladly and safely.  
  
Should I stay safe?  Of course. In church as at home, we shouldn't be making silly decisions, playing 
fast and loose with the guidelines.  If we love others, we won't put others at risk.  But there is a time 
when love will also mean being bold, trusting God, coming out to serve others, sharing the gospel 
when I'd rather play it safe. 
  
We are at the start of working out the details – how we can meet again, and when we can, what we can 
do.  Please pray for the staff, wardens, PCC and others as we puzzle out the details and make           
preparations.  But I am confident we can make a start soon.   And resume the public worship of our 
heavenly Father which is our glad calling as his people at St Marys.  
  
In faith, love and hope, 
  
Peter 
  
  
News and Prayers 
  
Bedford Deanery 
On 30 June, Richard Hibbert (Vicar of Christ Church Goldington Road) stepped down as Rural Dean of 
Bedford, after ten years service.  His successor is Sam Cappleman, Associate Minister of St Mark's Cal-
der Rise. 
  
Virtually Keswick Convention, 27-31 July 
More details of this online event  - with teaching, seminars, celebrations and prayer for all ages – are on 
its      website: 
https://vkc.keswickministries.org 
  
  
 



Please pray this week for: 
  
- the bereaved family of Dorothy Orchart.  Dorothy's funeral - family mourners only - is at Bedford 
Crematorium at 1.45pm on Thursday 9 July.  A Service of Thanksgiving will be held later in the year 
- PCC members, wardens, staff and others as they consider how to resume Sunday services in church 
- leaders and members of Wootton Baptist and New Life churches as they discuss resuming Sunday 
services 
- the community of Stewartby, as the church there opens for private prayer on Wednesday mornings 
- Revd Dr Sam Cappleman, licensed on 2 July as Area Dean of Bedford 
- the teachers and staff of schools serving the parish – Wootton and Broadmead Lower, Marston Vale 
and Holywell, Wootton Upper 
- speakers and leaders preparing for the Virtually Keswick Convention 27-31 July   
- Diana Scott following a breast cancer diagnosis and in preparation for an operation on 7 July 
- Brenda Rickhuss and Jane Helliwell receiving chemotherapy treatment 
- Muriel Ashbrook, recovering mobility at home following surgery 
- Gwen Lambert as she convalesces in Kimbolton Lodge 
  
  
Regular services and other events during the coronavirus crisis 
  
Sunday 5 July 
From 8am       Morning Service On the YouTube channel: 
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLlOsYfZKLADo1u-Lyd089V5Li62Mz-KKK 
Sermon over the phone : 01234 866195 
  
11.30am          Zoom Coffee   Meet one another online - with break out groups so everyone can be 
heard 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88965219015?pwd=ZUF1RjUreTh5UStPVm1RcmpsTzkwUT09 
Meeting ID: 889 6521 9015 
Password: 031033 
  
7.15pm               Prayer Gathering 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87027408382?pwd=L1JUaVJLVkZYUlpMRllDYzBqWWY3UT09 
Meeting ID: 870 2740 8382 
Password: 087588 
  
  
This Week 
  
Daily, Sunday-Saturday         5pm-6pm        Open Church for private prayer 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


