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Dear members of St Marys 
  

Live in peace with each other.  And we urge you, brothers and sisters, warn those who are idle and disruptive,  
encourage the disheartened, help the weak, be patient with everyone.  
1 Thessalonians 5:13-14 
  

As we've been hearing in our Sunday services, the apostle Paul was delighted with the young church in faraway 
Thessalonika.  The faith love and hope of new believers, their joy in following Jesus - in a city that had turned 
against them - left him in no doubt.  Through the gospel, God was at powerfully at work.  
  

Yet at the end of his grateful letter to this new church, he sounds the alarm.  Live at peace with each                   
other.  Why? Because he knows the human heart.  He knows how quickly disagreements can become               
personal.  How patience wears thin.  How in tough times the unity Christians have in Jesus can be forgotten. 
  

It's a word for today too.  Lockdown is simple when it is 'stay home'.  But lockdown is on the move.  As advice is 
changed, there is rising anxiety and disagreement.  As people return to work and schools prepare to reopen and 
journeys multiply, some are eager, even relieved; others far from keen.  Decisions need to be made - by             
individuals and families. And we don't agree on everything. 
  

It is likely to be the same when the time comes to re-open church buildings.  I hope - with all the recommended 
safety measures - it can be before summer is over.  The Bible clearly says let us not give up meeting                  
together (Hebrews 10:25).  When God calls us into Christ he calls us into Christ's people.  But decisions on when 
and how we can meet will be complex.  
  

Moving online was - in principle - simple.  We had no alternative.  Moving back into church - while staying online 
for people who won't be able to join us - will mean making some complex decisions.  For all sorts of reasons, we 
are unlikely to agree with all of them.  For one thing, our circumstances and temperaments are different - as they 
were for believers in Thessalonika.  Some of us will be impatient to return to church; others will be reluctant.   
  

So as the Apostle tells us, we will need to be patient with everyone, and live at peace with each other.   When   
decisions are taken which give us dilemmas.  When choices have to be made which involve difficult judgments.  
  

And as we enfold anxiety and sorrow with trust.  Trust that Paul goes on to explain to the Thessalonians.  Because 
God is more than able to provide for them as they wait for the return of Jesus, he assures us - the one who calls 
you is faithful, and he will do it (1 Thess 5:24). 
  

With love in the Lord Jesus 
  
Peter 
  

News this week 
  
Thy Kingdom Come    Joining the 'global wave of prayer' from Ascension Day (Thurs 21 May) to Pentecost (Sun 31 
May) for the Holy Spirit to be at work bringing five people you know to faith in Jesus.  Daily 20 minute prayer 
meetings online; daily prayer journal (attached, on the website and on an App) for use in your daily prayers eg at 
Prayer o'clock; activities for families and young people also on the website.  
  
Please pray for: 
- All who have suffered bereavement over the last month, and especially for the families of Dorothy Bunker and 
Dot Smart (funeral this Wednesday) 
- Gwen Lambert who has been in hospital this week for tests and is hoping to return home by the weekend; Jane 
Helliwell as she continues to receive chemotherapy treatment 
- those whose mental health is not good, especially at the present time, and our awareness of and care for one 
another's mental health.  18-24 May is Mental Health Awareness Week. 
- St Marys PreSchool Management Committee meeting on Monday lunchtime to discuss when and how to          
resume PreSchool sessions 
 - the Parochial Church Council as it meets on Monday evening; church and diocesan finances at this time; Growth 
Group and pastoral leaders meeting on Wednesday 
  
  
  
  



Regular services and other events during the coronavirus crisis 
  
Sunday 17th May 
From 8am       Morning Service         On the YouTube channel: 
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLlOsYfZKLADo1u-Lyd089V5Li62Mz-KKK 
Sermon over the phone : 01234 866195 
  
11.30am          Zoom Coffee   Meet one another online - with break out groups so everyone can be heard 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88965219015?pwd=ZUF1RjUreTh5UStPVm1RcmpsTzkwUT09 
Meeting ID: 889 6521 9015 
Password: 031033 
  
7.15pm      Prayer Gathering 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87027408382?pwd=L1JUaVJLVkZYUlpMRllDYzBqWWY3UT09 
Meeting ID: 870 2740 8382 
Password: 087588 
  
7.15pm      JAM (school years 9-13) 
Contact Emma Hearn for details:    saintmarysycw@gmail.com 
  
Daily 
9am from Thursday                Thy Kingdom Come Prayer Meeting on Zoom 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89826364658?pwd=MVk3MU8yOFZtZnF6ajJWMWZLc0JhUT09 
Meeting ID: 898 2636 4658 
Password: 289721 
  
8pm                 Prayer o'clock    A daily pause for prayer in our homes, as near 8pm as you can make it 
  
This Week 
Mondays Tuesdays and Thursdays   Growth Groups now meeting online, by phone, WhatsApp and text to share 
news, read the Bible, support on another and pray for people and the world.   Details on the May-June sermon 
card on the website. 
  
Monday 18th May 
8pm                 Christianlty Explored 
Online version of this introduction to the Christian faith.  Every Monday by Zoom at 8pm.  
Contact Phillip Young:  saintmaryscurate@gmail.com          01234 401462 
  
8.30pm           PCC Meeting - online 
  
Wednesday 20th May 
7pm                 Pathfinders (school years 5-8) 
Contact Phillip Young for details:       saintmaryscurate@gmail.com           01234 401462 
7pm                 Growth Group & pastoral leaders meeting 
  
  
Thursday 21st May 
9am                 Ascension Day            Thy Kingdom Come Morning Prayer 
Short service on Zoom: 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/89826364658?pwd=MVk3MU8yOFZtZnF6ajJWMWZLc0JhUT09 
Meeting ID: 898 2636 4658 
Password: 289721  


