
The Vicarage, Wootton 
20 March 2020 
  
Dear member of St Marys 
  
I am writing to follow up my letter of just three days ago. What a long time ago that now seems.   Here is an       
update on some of the ways we can continue to support encourage and be involved with the life of St Marys over 
the next few days.  
  

Sunday 22nd March (Mothering Sunday) This Sunday has been adopted as a National Day of Prayer by almost all 
the churches in the UK.  As you already know there will be no services to attend at St Marys this                          
Sunday.  However, I am glad to say that a service of music, reading, and prayer, with a short sermon on Psalm 23, 
is being recorded in the church building.  This will be uploaded to the St Mary's YouTube channel and available to 
view on Sunday morning and later.  Here is the link:   
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCZvCU7xTRXeo4I4L5U10cxQ 
  

This is a 'first' for us - there may well be teething problems. But if you can, please 'come to church' on YouTube to 
follow and take part in the service.  And let us have feedback and suggestions for future improvement.  We are 
continuing to explore ways in which we might be able to be 'face-to-face' online in future weeks - in Growth 
Groups and even on Sundays. 
  

Light a Candle We are invited to place a lighted candle in our windows at 7pm on Sunday as a sign of solidarity 
and hope as part of the National Day of Prayer. 
  

Climbers Explorers and Pathfinders Emma Hearn will be emailing parents with some material for family 'Church at 
Home' this Sunday 
  

Open Church From Monday, the church building  will be open for private prayer daily, 12noon-1pm.  On some 
days, this will include a short time of readings and prayers led by Phillip or myself or another leader.  People    
attending will need to sit apart from one another  - 'social distancing' - and wash their hands or use hand sanitiser 
on arrival and departure.  Please do not come to the church building if you are over 69 years of age, have an    
underlying health condition which makes you vulnerable, or if you or a member of your household has a new 
continuous cough or high temperature. 
  

Prayer O'Clock A time every day when we can all pause and pray for each other.  Please pause for 5 minutes or 
so at 8pm every day to remember your church family in prayer.  Giving thanks for the day and all it has brought, 
praying for each other, for our community, for those who are suffering, self-isolating or bereaved, and for all 
working in vital services, and asking for a restful night 
  

Prayer There are many members of church and community who are in need of strength and comfort at this 
time.  Please pray especially: for the Atkins family as they mourn the death of Anne's father David Briggs earlier 
this week at the age of 102.  With gatherings of more than a handful of people discouraged , several recently    
bereaved families have had to make the unwelcome decision to hold a very simple funeral at the graveside or in 
the crematorium, and plan for memorial services later in the year.  Please remember particularly the families and 
friends of Mervyn Pestell, Dorothy Tory, and Fred McIntosh.   Dorothy Redman is moving into a care home in    
Milton Earnest, and Dorothy Orchart leaving hospital and moving for the time being to a care home in Bedford.  
  

Pastoral support Please let me know of anyone in need and we will glad to be in touch. 
  

Thank you again for your patience, love and care for each other in this challenge to our church life.   
  

Fear not, he is with thee, 
O be not dismayed; 
for he is thy God, 
and will still give thee aid. 
He'll strengthen thee, help thee, 
and cause thee to stand, 
upheld by his righteous, omnipotent hand. 
  
In Christ, with love. 
  
Peter  
 


