
Wootton Vicarage 
8th  May 2020 
  
Dear members of St Marys 
  
How long, LORD?  Will you forget me for ever?  How long will you hide your face from me? 
How long must I wrestle with my thoughts and day after day have sorrow in my heart?   Psalm 13:1-2 
  
As more weeks of lockdown loom up, many of us are feeling anxious, some are feeling frustrated beyond         
endurance, most are weary as we realise this will not be over soon.  We can be candid about it - as David is in 
these verses from Psalm 13.   When I am troubled, there's no need to pretend otherwise.  It's when David comes 
clean with the Lord about how he's feeling, that he finds himself remembering where hope is found.   And finds 
himself enfolding grief in faith: But I trust in your unfailing love; my heart rejoices in your salvation.  (Ps 13:5).  We 
may not know how it all fits together.  But we can both cry out, and still hold on in trust. 
  
On VE Day we give thanks for the peace Europe has enjoyed for seventy-five years.  The defeat of Nazism  - at a 
staggering cost in lives and resources - was the foundation for decades of rising standards of living, improved 
health care and life expectancy, and the spread of democracy.  We now know that this inheritance is so           
fragile.  Life and livelihoods in the west are more vulnerable than we thought.  As trust in what we think of as our 
own resources is shaken - and as we pray for an end to coronavirus and the protection of lives and livelihoods - 
let's enfold our sorrow and anxiety in trust in the Lord's unfailing love. 
  
Do forward these weekly emails to people you know who might be interested. 
  

A Prayer from CARE for the 75th Anniversary of Victory in Europe Day 
Prince of Peace, we remember the terrible destruction and suffering caused by war, and give thanks for your 
mercy and for the men and women who fought so bravely for freedom.  Please may the peace and harmony 
among European nations, that has endured for these 75 years, continue. Amen.  
  
With love in the Lord Jesus 
  
Peter 
  

News this week 
  
Church of England Daily Hope Prayer Line 
Phone 0800 804 8044 anytime of day or night for a choice of music prayers reflections and worship services from 
the Church of England, introduced by the Archbishop of Canterbury. 
  
The Marriage Sessions 
Four tried and tested sessions for couples at home in your own time.   From Care for the Family.  Supporting mar-
riage and relationships in demanding times.  Starts Monday 11 May.  More details and sign up here: 
https://www.careforthefamily.org.uk/courses/marriage-courses-the-marriage-sessions?
fbclid=IwAR1lFAXUu8XAj1GyVOa8IOvpqc2TPyhIsYAAdznMSMlip2oXTlDPMajjq40 
  
Prayers for use during coronavirus outbreak 
Free booklet of prayers from the Church of England.  Contact me for a hard copy - 01234 
768391 peterackroyd@me.com or download the electronic version here: 
https://www.churchofengland.org/more/media-centre/coronavirus-covid-19-guidance-parishes/coronavirus-
covid-19-liturgy-and-prayer 
  
Please pray for: 
- All who have suffered bereavement over the last month, and especially for the families of Kirsty Edwards 
(whose ashes are to be interred in Marston on Monday), Dorothy Bunker (funeral on Monday) and Dot Smart. 
- Growth Group leaders and all who are supporting church members at present. 
- The Bishop of St Albans, Alan Smith, and diocesan staff as they prepare to give guidance to churches on when 
and how services may resume. 
 - the Parochial Church Council as it meets on Monday evening, and the church and diocesan finances at this time  
  
  
  



 Regular services and events during the coronavirus crisis 
Sunday 10th May 
From 8am      Morning Service  On the YouTube channel: 
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLlOsYfZKLADo1u-Lyd089V5Li62Mz-KKK 
Sermon over the phone : 01234 866195 
  
11.30am       Zoom Coffee    Meet one another online - with break out groups so everyone can be heard 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88965219015?pwd=ZUF1RjUreTh5UStPVm1RcmpsTzkwUT09 
Meeting ID: 889 6521 9015 
Password: 031033 
  
7.15pm      Prayer Gathering 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87027408382?pwd=L1JUaVJLVkZYUlpMRllDYzBqWWY3UT09 
Meeting ID: 870 2740 8382 
Password: 087588 
  
7.15pm      JAM (school years 9-13)  Contact Emma Hearn for details:     saintmarysycw@gmail.com 
  
Daily   8pm      Prayer o'clock       A daily pause for prayer in our homes, as near 8pm as you can make it 
  
Weekly 
Mondays Tuesdays and Thursdays Growth Groups now meeting online, by phone, WhatsApp and text to share 
news, read the Bible, support on another and pray for people and the world.   Details on the May-June sermon 
card on our website 
  
Monday   8pm   Christianity Explored  Online version of this introduction to the Christian faith.  Every Monday by 
Zoom at 8pm.  Contact Phillip Young:  saintmaryscurate@gmail.com 01234 401462 
  
8.30pm       PCC Meeting - online 
  
Wednesday    7pm        Pathfinders (school years 5-8) Contact Phillip Young for de-
tails:      saintmaryscurate@gmail.com           01234 401462 
  
A song for the times 
When I fear my faith will fail, Christ will hold me fast; 
When the tempter would prevail, He will hold me fast. 
I could never keep my hold through life's fearful path; 
For my love is often cold; He must hold me fast. 
  
He will hold me fast, He will hold me fast; 
For my Saviour loves me so, He will hold me fast. 
  
Those He saves are His delight, Christ will hold me fast; 
Precious in his holy sight, He will hold me fast. 
He'll not let my soul be lost; His promises shall last; 
Bought by Him at such a cost, He will hold me fast. 
  
He will hold me fast, He will hold me fast; 
For my Saviour loves me so, He will hold me fast. 
  
For my life He bled and died, Christ will hold me fast; 
Justice has been satisfied; He will hold me fast. 
Raised with Him to endless life, He will hold me fast 
'Till our faith is turned to sight, When He comes at last! 
  
He will hold me fast, He will hold me fast; 
For my Saviour loves me so, He will hold me fast.                                       © Keith & Kristyn Getty    CCL No 3252 
  
  
  
 


