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What’s in the Box? 
See if you can guess what we are doing today from these pictures...

What’s happening today? 
Last week, we heard about how the fishermen responded to Jesus’ call to repent and believe. This week, we’re going 
to see what happens when Jesus tells people the good news about God’s kingdom.

Let’s get started
Today we are thinking about priorities. Gather together a few different toys. Ask everyone to put them in order according 
to e.g. size, colour, type or any other category you choose. 

Bible Time
In today’s true story from the Bible, we will learn that Jesus’ most important job was to tell people how to be in God’s 
kingdom. Although people expected him to heal and perform miracles, that wasn’t why he was here. Today’s Bible 
passage can be found here on BibleGateway.com.

This passage contains two snapshots (verses 29-31 and verses 32-34) which show Jesus’ increasing popularity. There 
then comes the critical point where Jesus goes to pray (verses 35-39). He must decide whether to continue to carry 
on his popular healing ministry (which is to say, physically healing people’s illnesses) or instead pursue a preaching 
ministry (telling everyone about the coming of God’s Kingdom).

Try to tell this story in a dramatic way – get everyone caught up in the excitement of the growing crowds! That way, they 
can understand how the disciples must have felt about Jesus’ apparent change of strategy. Act out the story playing 
the parts yourselves, or maybe use toys as actors instead!

Focus on why Jesus’ decision is so surprising– that preaching is more important than healing: help everyone see that 
knowing and loving Jesus is even more wonderful than being healed of a serious illness. 

This week, you will need...

 ▍ An assortment of toys

 ▍ Card (or paper)

 ▍ Masking tape

 ▍ Paint / colouring pens / crayons

 ▍ A ball
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The King’s priority 
Mark 1:29-45

https://www.mustard-seeds.net/
https://freepik.com
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=mark+1%3A29-45&version=ICB
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Today’s passage has helped me see some:

 ▢ S in I need to turn from

 ▢ Promises I can trust in

 ▢ Examples I can follow

 ▢ Commands I need to obey

 ▢ Surprises – things that surprised me 
or things I didn’t understand

Explore
The questions are split by age groups this week although 
you might want to answer them all!

Climbers How many people came to see Jesus?

Explorers What were they coming to Jesus for?

Pathfinders What did Jesus choose to do instead?

Everyone What did the disciples expect Jesus to do?

Explorers & Pathfinders – there is a worksheet 
for you with more questions on page 3.

Reflection
You may want to think about these questions now and 
throughout the week!

 ▍ If Jesus is always loving why would he leave people 
who needed help?

 ▍ Telling people the good news about Jesus helps 
people more than healing their other needs. This is 
simple to say but can be hard to live out.

 ▍ Think about a time when you were hurt or sad. Talk 
about how being with someone who loves you makes 
things feel a little better. Hurting and being alone is 
far worse than hurting and being cared for.

 ▍ Think about how good the good news is. Share why it 
is wonderful having Jesus as your King.

Prayer
Use a ball to pass round to each other. When you are 
holding the ball, say a prayer out loud or silently in your 
head. Finish with a loud “amen”!

You could pray for anything that is ‘on your heart’ – 
something you’ve been thinking about a lot lately. 
Perhaps think about what distracts you from hearing 
about Jesus or telling others about him.

Games

Dropping The Ball

Form a circle and pass a ball around the circle. As soon 
as the ball leaves your hand clap your hands once. The 
next time the ball comes round clap your hands twice. 
Keep repeating – can you finish your clapping before the 
ball comes round to you again?

Remember that people wanted Jesus to perform many 
different tasks, but he knew that his most important task 
was to tell people the good news. This is just like us when 

we get distracted by other tasks – we risk ‘dropping the 
ball’ with main task.

Activity

Cross (not) painting

Make a cross out of 
masking tape on a 
piece of paper or card. 
Paint or colour over the 
entire paper. Peel off 
the tape to reveal the 
cross. Try this version 
with hand prints at the 
Honestaboutmyfaith 
blog.

The best way to help people is to tell them Jesus’ good 
news even if they have other needs. 

Songs
Have a look at the Church at Home playlist on the St. 
Mary’s, Wootton YouTube channel. New for this week is 
a song by DumbRocks called We’ve Been Given Good 
News – it’s based on Romans 1:16, but is still relevant to 
what we’ve been learning about today!

See if you can make up some actions, or learn some 
Makaton or British Sign Language words to worship 
along with your family!

You can also catch up with this year’s Virtual Holiday 
Club!
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https://www.mustard-seeds.net/
https://freepik.com
https://honestaboutmyfaith.wordpress.com/2016/04/04/a-simple-creative-activity-to-remind-us-that-the-cross-cleanses/
https://honestaboutmyfaith.wordpress.com/2016/04/04/a-simple-creative-activity-to-remind-us-that-the-cross-cleanses/
https://honestaboutmyfaith.wordpress.com/2016/04/04/a-simple-creative-activity-to-remind-us-that-the-cross-cleanses/
https://honestaboutmyfaith.wordpress.com/2016/04/04/a-simple-creative-activity-to-remind-us-that-the-cross-cleanses/
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLlOsYfZKLADoZGCipQqxllO4LmADs0ITA
https://youtu.be/L-J8FMJT5uY
https://youtu.be/L-J8FMJT5uY
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLlOsYfZKLADpHaBf3XuO_3mQjPZPGTX0Y
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLlOsYfZKLADpHaBf3XuO_3mQjPZPGTX0Y
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Why did Jesus come to earth? 
What message had he come to preach? (Use Mark 1:15 to help you!)

What should our priority be if we are Christians? 
Why is this so important?

Are there things which distract you from telling people about Jesus? 
What can help you to remember to keep speaking about Jesus?

The King of God's Kingdom (Part 1) – Week 4 
Worksheet D

The King's Priority
The true story can be found in Mark 1:29-39

What did Jesus do when he was alone the next day? (1:35) ___________________
_______________________________________________
Who was looking for Jesus?

1. _____________________ (1:36)

2. __________________________________ (1:36)

3. _____________________ (1:37)
The disciples wanted Jesus to carry on healing people. 
How did Jesus respond? __________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________

What did the disciples expect Jesus to do? 
Why did they think he would do this?

Do you think Jesus was right to walk away from 
the crowds who needed healing? Why/why not?

Do you think these people 
understood who Jesus really was? 
What was their priority?

What did Jesus do when they told him Simon’s mother-in-law was unwell? 
(1:30-31) _________________________________________

Who else came to Jesus that evening to be healed? (1:32-33) 
________________________________________________________________

What did Jesus do for them? (1:34) ___________________________________

The kingdom of God 
is near, turn to God 

and believe!
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