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'Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest.'  Matthew 11:28 
  
Dear members of St Marys 
  
These words of Jesus tell us we do not face the coronavirus crisis alone.  He knows the burdens we carry.   He 
knows the toll they take of our energy and morale.   They may feel overwhelming to us.  But they are not beyond 
him.  So he invites us to put ourselves in his hands, and hand over our concerns to him. 
  
Are you doing that, daily?  Perhaps by taking a psalm, and reading it over, prayerfully.  Or saying the Lord's Prayer, 
pausing over every ask, to give thanks for your heavenly Father's ability to answer it far better than we               
imagine.  Or using a prayer guide (see below) to commit into his hands the needs of families and nations.  
  
The apostle Peter, writing to Christians separated from one another and facing great trials, tells them they 
are 'shielded by God's power until the coming of the salvation that is ready to be revealed in the last 
time'.   Everyone who comes to Jesus, comes under that shield.   However long this crisis lasts, whatever toll it 
ends up taking, the safest place to be, every day, is in his hands. 
  
 With love in Him 
  
  
Peter 
   
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
  

Services and meetings this week 
   
Sunday Morning Service    
Available from 8am on Sunday on the church YouTube Channel.  The reading this week is from John 21.  
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLlOsYfZKLADo1u-Lyd089V5Li62Mz-KKK 
  
If you do not have internet access, you can hear the sermon over the phone.  Just dial 01234 866195: after the 
short message beginning 'you have a trial account . . . ', press any key on your phone and after two rings you'll be 
connected to the sermon track. At the end, just hang up.  
  
Zoom Coffee - 11.30am on Sunday  
Join us to see each other's faces and exchange news and stories - we break out into small groups for ten minutes 
at a time so everyone can have a voice! 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88965219015?pwd=ZUF1RjUreTh5UStPVm1RcmpsTzkwUT09 
Meeting ID: 889 6521 9015 
Password: 031033 
  
Prayer Gathering - 7.15pm on Sunday      
Forty minutes to pray together for our world, church, community, and families.  With news this week from former 
curate Lucas and Catherine Durant in Hong Kong.  
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87027408382?pwd=L1JUaVJLVkZYUlpMRllDYzBqWWY3UT09 
Meeting ID: 870 2740 8382 
Password: 087588 
  
Prayer o'clock - 8pm(ish) daily          
A daily pause for prayer, as close to 8pm as we can manage, giving thanks for the day, remembering one another 
in prayer, and putting our concerns for ourselves, families, friends and neighbours into the hands of the Lord.  
  
  
Look out for:  PTO 
  
 



  
Look out for: 
  
Christianity Explored - begins Monday 4 May               
Online version of this introduction to the Christian faith. Stunning videos and relaxed conversation. Do invite 
friends to give it a go  - you can share this link which is also on our Facebook page : 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6-EKM3mIGzQ&feature=share&fbclid=IwAR3y1MCxHRuBQ9I-
Iyl1hTkC9z5XEvCGG3SZpfiHj4YFzj9ldsAPgze0SpY 
  
Curious?  Contact Phillip Young  saintmaryscurate@gmail.com 01234 401462. 
  
St Marys Hardship Fund 
PCC decided this week to establish a hardship fund, funded by donations, to provide emergency support to 
members of church and community facing financial difficulty on account of the coronavirus crisis.    Please contact 
the church treasurer to make a donation.  Households in need of support should approach the vicar or church-
wardens in confidence.  
  
Residents of Wootton and Stewartby in financial need are also able to approach the Wootton Poors Land Charity 
(registered charity number 200216) at: wootton.poorsland@gmail.com 
  
Five Things to Pray in a Global Crisis 
I have a dozen copies available of this short new book from the Good Book Company.  A range of topics - eg 
praying for loved ones, for key workers, for patience.  Each with five short prayer points based on a verse.   Email 
the office office@stmaryswootton.org.uk or phone me for a copy - £3 each.  
  
Finally, here is a verse of an old hymn in which generations of believers have found biblically-grounded comfort: 
  
Be still, my soul: The Lord is on your side; 
bear patiently the weight of grief or pain; 
leave to your God to order and provide; 
through every change he faithful will remain. 
Be still, my soul: your gracious heavenly friend 
through thorny ways leads to a joyful end. 
  
  
With love to all of you in Christ Jesus 
  
  
Peter  
 


