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What’s in the Box? 
See if you can guess what we are doing today from these pictures...

This week, you will need...

 ▍ Paper

 ▍ String (or wool)

 ▍ A stick

 ▍ Magnets and paper clips  
(if you have them – see activity for alternatives)
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The King’s people
Mark 1: 14-28

What’s happening today? 
Last week, we started the book of Mark and met John 
the Baptist, who was preparing people for Jesus’ arrival. 
This week, we see what happens when people first start 
following Jesus.

Let’s get started
Play Follow the Leader! Choose a leader and follow 
them round the room, copying everything they do. Take 
it in turns to be the leader.

For older children, you may like to discuss why people 
follow celebrities and leaders on social media, YouTube 
etc. 

 ▍ What can those people do that ‘ordinary’ people can’t 
do? 

 ▍ How many people follow them? 

 ▍ If you were the most powerful person in the world, 
what would you do?

Bible Time
In today’s true story from the Bible, we will see that Jesus 
spoke with great authority. He said the Kingdom of God 
is near and called people to leave their old lives and 
follow him without delay. You can read today’s story here 
on BibleGateway.com. 

The passage today is story-based and can be split into 
three parts:

 ▍ Verses 14-15 is the announcement of the kingdom’s 
arrival

 ▍ Verses 16-20 show the fishermen’s correct response 
to that announcement

 ▍ Verses 20-28 show the authority of Jesus and how 
news was spreading

As you read the passage, pause after verse 15 and discuss:

 ▍ What is the “Kingdom of God” 

 ▍ Why is it near?

Pause before verse 18 and verse 20 and ask:

 ▍ What choice did the disciples have? 

 ▍ What questions would you have had?

https://www.mustard-seeds.net/
https://freepik.com
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=mark+1%3A14-28&version=NIVUK
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Today’s passage has helped me see some:

 ▢ S in I need to turn from

 ▢ Promises I can trust in

 ▢ Examples I can follow

 ▢ Commands I need to obey

 ▢ Surprises – things that surprised me 
or things I didn’t understand

Then read verses 21-28 and reinforce that Jesus is 
someone with great authority and power and he calls us 
to follow him without delay, leaving our old lives behind.

Explore
The questions are split by age groups – although you 
might want to answer them all!

Climbers Who started following Jesus?

Explorers Why did they follow Jesus?

Pathfinders What does it mean to repent?

Everyone What does it mean to “fish for people”?

Explorers & Pathfinders – there is a worksheet 
for you with more questions on page 4.

Reflection
You may want to ponder these questions now, and 
throughout the week...

 ▍ Last week we learnt that Jesus is the Son of God, God’s 
special King. From what we’ve learnt today, how do 
we know that Jesus is the best person to follow? 

 ▍ What is it about Jesus that makes him worth 
following? 

 ▍ Ask another Christian that you know why they follow 
Jesus. On an average day, what is it like for them to 
follow Jesus?

 ▍ Think about what following Jesus is like for you. You 
are probably unlikely to be leaving your job, school 
and your family – so how will it be obvious that you 
are following Jesus?

Activity

Fishing game

Cut out some fish and people shapes from paper or card. 
Make a fishing rod from a stick (or a pencil) and some 
string (or wool).

Then add a magnet to the end of the fishing line (your 
piece of string!) and put a paperclip on each of the 
people and fish shapes.

If you don’t have a magnet and paperclips, punch holes  
in the paper shapes and try to  pick them up by threading 
them onto the stick. Try a longer stick for a bigger 
challenge!

Prayer
Can you think of one person you would want to call to 
follow Jesus’ commands? How would you do that? What 
would you say?

Pray together for opportunities to call others to follow 
Jesus. Pray that we respond to Jesus’ call ourselves.

You may like to use the fish and people from the activity 
today to help you pray. You could write people’s names 
on them or other things you would like to pray for and 
then catch them as you pray.

Have a listen to this song – Have You Heard – whilst you 
pray. It’s a beautiful reflective song about why the Gospel 
is the best news you will ever hear. You can read the 
lyrics here. 

Games

Captain’s coming

Play a version of Captain’s Coming using the following 
commands. Choose a leader to call out the commands 
in a random order – everyone has to do the action as 
quickly as possible!

 ▍ Sea of Galilee swim

 ▍ Follow me beckon with your hand

 ▍ Fish wiggle your hand like a fish

 ▍ Haul the nets in mimic hauling nets in

 ▍ Jesus teaching look amazed

 ▍ The Kingdom of God is near jazz hands!

 ▍ Sabbath lie down

 ▍ Be quiet fingers to lips

 ▍ Jesus is the King use your hands to make a 
 crown on your head

Was it hard to respond to the commands quickly? 
Remember the disciples responded quickly to Jesus’ 
command. 

https://www.mustard-seeds.net/
https://freepik.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=20FbPj9WT4U
https://sovereigngracemusic.org/music/songs/have-you-heard/
https://sovereigngracemusic.org/music/songs/have-you-heard/
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Songs
As ever, you can listen to the Church at Home playlist while you are doing Church at Home activities. New this week 
is the song Be Ready by Sovereign Grace Music.

See if you can make up some actions, or learn some Makaton or British Sign Language words to worship along with 
your family!

You can also catch up with this year’s Virtual Holiday Club!

CC AA LL LL II NN GG SS BB

FF JJ EE SS UU SS WW RR ZZ

OO TT AA OO BB EE OO GG EE

LL EE EE TT NN TT EE NN BB

LL LL EE DD HH KK MM II EE

OO NN OO EE AA HH NN HH DD

WW OO RR LL EE OO AA SS EE

GG SS EE EE AA AA EE II EE

MM OO DD GG NN II KK FF RR

Mini Challenge

BOAT

BROTHERS

CALLING

FISHING

FOLLOW

GOOD NEWS

JESUS

KINGDOM

LAKE

NET

ZEBEDEE

How quickly can 
you find all these 
words in the grid? 
Get someone to 

time you!

PSSSST! Jesus definitely existed: even people who 

don’t believe that he was God agree that 

He was a real person. There are more 
historical accounts of Jesus than 

there are of Julius Caesar.

Would you like to be famous, 
known all over the world? 

What would you want to be 
famous for?

Time for charades! Take it in turns to act out a story 
about something Jesus did. See if everyone else in the 

group can guess what it is you’re acting out!

DID YOU KNOW...?
The Bible tells us about Jesus’ miracles 

– there are accounts of 30 different 
miracles that He performed. But the 
Bible also says that there were many 

more that couldn’t be written down!
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https://www.mustard-seeds.net/
https://freepik.com
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLlOsYfZKLADoZGCipQqxllO4LmADs0ITA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dFKSABicXak&list=PLlOsYfZKLADoZGCipQqxllO4LmADs0ITA&index=38&t=0s
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLlOsYfZKLADpHaBf3XuO_3mQjPZPGTX0Y


St Mary’s, Wootton Explorers & Pathfinders at Home Issue 23 • 13 September 2020

Copyright © 2014 by TnT Ministries 
Mustard Seeds is a product of TnT Ministries

www.mustard-seeds.net

The King of God's Kingdom (Part 1) – Week 3 
Worksheet D

What good news did Jesus proclaim to the people? (1:14-15)

"The _______________ has come. The _____________________ of ____________ is near.

______________________ and _______________________ the good news!"

What did Jesus promise to those who listened and followed him?

______________________________________________________ (1:17)

The King's Men
The true story can be found in Mark 1:14-20

What were the names of those Jesus called to follow him?

1. __ __ __ __ __ (1:16-17)

2. __ __ __ __ __ __ (1:16-17)

3. __ __ __ __ __ (1:19-20)

4. __ __ __ __ (1:19-20)

What is the 'kingdom of God'?

Why was it near? What did Jesus 
mean that the 'time had come'?

How have you responded to Jesus' call to follow him?

Are there things that you need to 'leave behind' to follow Jesus?

What does it mean to be a 'fisher of men'?

Why is it important that we tell people this good news?

How would you explain Jesus' message to someone? 
Why is following Jesus so great?

What did these men leave behind to follow Jesus?

1. _________________________________ (1:18)

2. ___________________________________________________________ (1:20)
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