
The Vicarage, Wootton 
St Patrick's Day, 17 March 2020 
  
Dear friends 
  
Events have moved so swiftly since Sunday.  It is now clear that our world is facing a very grave emergency 
which requires huge changes to national life.  Last night brought a dramatic statement by the Prime Minister.   
Today the Archbishops of Canterbury and York have given guidance to the Church of England.    So after          
consultation with PCC, staff and wardens, I am writing to let you know how we need to respond as a church, in 
loving service of our community and country.   I expect to write again - before the end of the week - with more 
detail.  
  

• Sundays We are suspending our usual pattern of Sunday services with immediate effect.   There will be no 
services to attend at St Marys this Sunday.  I can barely believe I have written this.  I know this goes against 
the grain of normal Christian discipleship.  To follow Christ means being one with his people, meeting          
together every week to hear his word and come before him in prayer.  But in the light of the urgent need to 
protect life, we need to find a different way of being church for the time being.  We are exploring the            
feasibility of live-streaming a simple service weekly - perhaps as soon as this Sunday.  We will also be         
recommending a number of resources for individuals and families to use to learn, worship and pray at home, 
and to share with each other.  Do keep an eye on the church website and Facebook page. 

• This Sunday 22nd March (Mothering Sunday) has been set apart by the Archbishops as a day of prayer for the 
nation. We are invited to place a lighted candle in our windows at 7pm as a sign of solidarity and hope. I'll 
write with more details soon. 

• All mid-week meetings are suspended. This includes Pathfinders, Wrigglers and JAM, the Men's Breakfast, 
Men Behaving Dadly and WILD, etc. It also includes all 'one off' events - Take a Break, the Pathfinder Easter 
holiday at Chellington, the Better Story meetings, and the church Spring Clean. 

• Growth Groups will also be unable to meet face-to-face. Please continue to support each other - by phone, 
email or social media.  For those who have some internet access, satisfactory online meetings are really     
possible! We are investigating suitable applications which can support this. 

• Funerals and Weddings will be different. We will be in touch with families and couples over the coming days. 

• Prayer One way to be at one, when apart, is in prayer.  By praying over the phone with a friend or online.  And 
perhaps by finding a time every day when we can all pause and pray for each other - more on this later.  We 
also intend as soon as we can to open the church daily for an hour or two, for private prayer.   And to provide a 
way to circulate prayer needs for church and community 

• Practical Service Four things to do for the local community: 
If you can help a neighbour, print off copies of this Viral Kindness card  
https://cdn.filestackcontent.com/UgbOBzh8StOXx7Xgtys1 and distribute through local doors 
Let us know about people you know who are without the support of family or friends - so we can find help either 
from St Marys or the village Good Neighbours team if you can offer help yourself - for example with shopping, 
mail,  collecting prescriptions 
Keep supporting the Foodbank - leaving donations at 52A Church Rd 
Use local businesses - local traders need our help 
  
Thank you for your patience, love and care for each other in this challenge to our church life.  If you are aware of 
members of St Marys who do not use email, please let them know. 
  
In the church calendar, Psalm 91 is set for St Patrick's Day.  Its opening verses express the confidence we can 
know in the face of life's challenges, as we reflect on the grace of God: 
  
He who dwells in the shelter of the Most High 
will rest in the shadow of the Almighty. 
I will say of the Lord, "He is my refuge and my fortress, 
my God, in whom I trust." 
  
In Christ, with love. 
  
Peter Ackroyd 
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