
Wootton Vicarage 
11th June 2020 
  
  
Dear members of St Marys 
  

Sunday 21 June: Stay-at-Home God? 
  
In his little book, Where is God in a Coronavirus World?, Oxford professor John Lennox writes this: 'untold millions 
of human beings throughout history have suffered grievous injustice and, after lives of misery, have died without 
any redress'.  He has in mind the victims of coronavirus.  Since Lennox wrote, George Floyd's murder has          
triggered demands for justice for victims of racism.  For many people, both horrors raise the same question: 
where is God in a world where evil, moral or natural, strikes down so many?  Is he absent?                                        
Not interested?  Powerless to help?  At home with his feet up? 
  
On Fathers' Day week - Sunday 21 June - we are welcoming back to St Marys as our preacher Revd Glen      
Scrivener.  We want to help families celebrate Fathers' Day online, whether or not they can be at home together. 
As those who heard him in our STORY mission in 2017, Glen has a great gift for showing how Jesus is good news 
for people and the world.  And it's never been easier to invite people to church - just send them the YouTube link 
and ask them to watch it with you.  Let's break all online records!  There'll be stories, thanks, prayers for families 
and fathers.  And also real hope for real challenges.  
  
Glen will speak on the title Stay-at-Home God?  Families are locked down.  Societies are hurting.  So much about 
the world seems wrong.     Is John Lennox right to say there is hope because: 'perfect justice will be done in     
respect of every injustice that has ever been committed'?  Where is the evidence that God exists and 
cares?  Where do we find hope for families, for the world?    Join us on Fathers' Day for real answers. 
  
With love in Christ 
  
Peter 
  
  

This Week 
  
Pilgrim's Progress 
Join us this summer in reading Bunyan's classic story about a believer's journey from the City of Destruction to 
the Celestial City.  Vivid and memorable characters and incidents - including the Slough of Despond, Vanity Fair, 
Judge Hategood, Mr Worldly Wiseman, Giant Despair, and Doubting Castle -  bring to life the reality of disciple-
ship, and how to make progress!  Written in Bedford Gaol over three hundred years ago.  A great book to read for 
yourself, to read with your family, during lockdown.  I recommend two modern editions: 
  
For families:  The Pilgrim's Progress retold by Jean Watson - easy to read with fact files and extra features.  £4.24 
from The Good Book Company: https://www.thegoodbook.co.uk/the-pilgrims-progress-1 
  
For older readers: Pilgrim's Progress edited by Rhoda Pipe.  In modern English.  £8.99 from The Good Book Com-
pany:https://www.thegoodbook.co.uk/pilgrims-progress 
  
Bedford Foodbank 
Thank you to all who continue to support the Foodbank, which is experiencing a huge increase in demand.  Dona-
tions of foodstuffs can be left at 52A Church Road.  There is a particular need at present for the following items: 
Jars of Sauce (curry/sweet&sour), Jam, Tinned Potatoes, Tinned Carrots, Nappies (size 5+6), Hand Soap, Anti-Bac 
Spray Cleaners, Washing Up Liquid, Shower Gel, Toothbrushes, Deodorant, Shampoo. 
  
Financial donations can be made online: https://bedford.foodbank.org.uk/give-help/donate-money/ 
  
 



  
BUILD - training grassroots pastors in East Africa 
It was good to welcome Jem Hovil of BUILD Partners  to our Zoom Prayer Gathering last Sunday evening from his 
home in Bath.  (St Mary's supported BUILD last year with a grant supporting the training-of-trainers through the 
Church of Uganda and Anglican Church of Kenya; and Jem was the speaker at Letton Hall church weekend in 
2015).  Jem helped us to pray for BUILD and the Great Lakes region in the light of the COVID-19 pandemic.          
His latest prayer letter expands on this and is available from the Church Office. 
 
Please pray this week for: 
- The Church Council meeting on Monday evening and discussing arrangements for opening the church building 
for private prayer and simple funerals, and Sunday services in church when this is allowed 
- St Marys Preschool staff pupils and parents as pre-school prepare to re-open this Tuesday 
- the bereaved family of Dorothy Orchart, who died early in hospital on Tuesday morning and was a longstanding 
and much loved member of St Mary's. Give thanks for her long life, her long marriage to Peter (who died in 2013), 
her affection and encouragement, and her faith in Christ.  Pray for her son Mark and daughter Sarah and their  
families, and for arrangements for a funeral and, later in the year, service of thanksgiving. 
- Muriel (and Charles) Ashbrook, following an operation on Monday following a fall last weekend 
- the bereaved family of Kathleen Hull, whose funeral at Bedford Crematorium is on Friday 
  
  
Regular services and other events during the coronavirus crisis 
  
Sunday 14th June 
From 8am       Morning Service         On the YouTube channel: 
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLlOsYfZKLADo1u-Lyd089V5Li62Mz-KKK 
Sermon over the phone : 01234 866195 
  
11.30am          Zoom Coffee   Meet one another online - with break out groups so everyone can be heard 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88965219015?pwd=ZUF1RjUreTh5UStPVm1RcmpsTzkwUT09 
Meeting ID: 889 6521 9015 
Password: 031033 
  
2.30pm               Zoom Families Social 
Contact Emma Hearn saintmarysycw@gmail.com for details & link 
  
7.15pm               Prayer Gathering 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87027408382?pwd=L1JUaVJLVkZYUlpMRllDYzBqWWY3UT09 
Meeting ID: 870 2740 8382 
Password: 087588 
  
This Week 
  
Saturday 13 June 9am            Men's Breakfast   Virtually, on Zoom - 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/85729097340?pwd=WXNwTWJtTjZ5Yks5ZDMwQ3EwdXhJQT09 
Meeting ID: 857 2909 7340 
Password: 501742 
  
Monday 15 June         7.20pm           Christianity Explored 
Contact Peter Ackroyd peterackroyd@me.com for details 
  
Monday 15 June         8.30pm            Parochial Church Council 
  
Wednesday 17 June   7pm                 Growth Group & Pastoral Leaders Meeting 
  
  
Daily 8pm                 Prayer o'clock A daily pause for prayer in our homes, as near 8pm as you can make it 


