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What’s in the Box? 
See if you can guess what we are doing today from these pictures...

What’s happening today? 
Today, we are starting a new series in Mark’s gospel (the book of Mark in the New Testament). Over the next few weeks, 
we will learn about the King of God’s Kingdom – Jesus.

Let’s get started
Prepare for the King – imagine that a king is coming to visit. How would you prepare the room for arrival? How would 
you make yourself ready? Have a discussion about this or actually prepare your room for a king: this may involve 
decorations or preparing snacks (but will definitely involve tidying up!!).

Bible Time
In today’s true story from the Bible, we will learn about a great arrival for which people needed to get ready. We also 
need to be ready today! You can find the passage here on BibleGateway.com.

Together, try to create this visual timeline using a large piece of paper (or lots of smaller pieces of paper positioned in 
order – you could even peg them on to a washing line). We’ve added some numbers to help you get them in the right 
order.

Creation God spoke and everything happened! ➊

John the Baptist He lived approximately 2,000 years ago. ➑

Us today We are still part of God’s plan! ➒

Then add the following starting on the left and moving towards the right:

This week, you will need...

 ▍ Paper

 ▍ Pens

 ▍ A washing line and pegs

 ▍ A washing-up bowl

 ▍ Things that need cleaning e.g. toys, plates

 ▍ Cloths and tea towels

 ▍ A crown (if you have one – homemade is fine)
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The King is Coming!
Mark 1: 1-13

https://www.mustard-seeds.net/
https://freepik.com
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=mark+1%3A1-13&version=NIVUK
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Abraham The first of God’s chosen people. God made 
promises to him. One promise was that all people from 
all nations would be blessed because of his family. ➋

Joseph He was an important man in Egypt, which 
meant that God’s people could be safe there and grow 
in number. ➌

Moses God used Moses to rescue his people (Israel) out 
of Egypt and bring them into his Promised Land. ➍

David God’s greatest king. He was promised a king from 
his family who would rule forever. David lived 1,000 years 
before John the Baptist. ➎

Isaiah A prophet who gave messages to God’s people. 
He also told them how God would one day give them the 
Christ (promised king). Isaiah lived 700 years before John 
the Baptist. ➏

Malachi A prophet who lived 400 years before John the 
Baptist. His book is the last in our Old Testament. After 
that, the people waited... ➐

Now read the passage from Mark. There is great 
excitement here! Mark makes it clear from the first verse 
that Jesus is not just another prophet or even the best 
prophet. He is the One who the prophets were talking 
about! He is the Messiah – the Son of God.

Think about how the prophesies mentioned in verses 2-3 
match with the description of John the Baptist in verses 
4-8.

There is a great sense that we’re on the edge of the most 
important moment in history. As you are looking at this 
passage, make sure to focus on Jesus’ arrival, rather than 
putting all the focus on John the Baptist.

Some helpful terms in the book of Mark

Gospel = good and/or important news 
When the Roman empire announced great events such as 
the birth or appointment of a new emperor, it was known as 
a ‘gospel’. It would have been marked with official festivals 
throughout the entire empire to celebrate the dawn of a 
new age. So Mark (the book’s writer) is deliberately using 
a provocative, authoritative word to introduce Jesus’ life. 
His life will change everything throughout the world!

Son of God = a Roman title used for the emperors
This was the very highest title anyone could be given. 
Could Jesus justify this title? 

Repentance = saying sorry and changing direction
Saying that from now on we will live our lives for God by 
following and obeying him.

Forgiveness = when God ‘cleans’ our hearts and make 
us want to obey him

Baptism = a public ceremony / sign to show people 
that God has washed our hearts clean
John washed the outside of the person to show what God 
had done on the inside.

Explore
These questions are split by age groups – although you 
might want to answer them all!

Climbers Who did God send as the special messenger to 
get people ready for the king?

Explorers How should people get ready for Jesus’ 
arrival?

Pathfinders What makes this king more important than 
the messenger?

Everyone How would you have felt if you were there at 
the time?

Explorers & Pathfinders – there is a worksheet 
for you with more questions on page 4.

Reflection
You may want to think about these questions now and 
throughout the week...

Look back at verses 1-8. If they were the only verses of 
the New Testament that you ever read, what would you 
know about this man called Jesus?

If you met John the Baptist today, what do you think he 
would say to you? What would be your response? Are 
you ready?

Prayer
Give each person a square of paper and write “Jesus” 
on one side. On the other side, write or draw a picture of 
something that you need to turn from (or stop doing) – it 
could be saying unkind words, holding bad attitudes or 
other areas of sin that you struggle with. 

Ask God to help us turn away from sin and to trust in 
Jesus. Turn over your piece of paper as you do so.

Today’s passage has helped me see some:

 ▢ S in I need to turn from

 ▢ Promises I can trust in

 ▢ Examples I can follow

 ▢ Commands I need to obey

 ▢ Surprises – things that surprised me 
or things I didn’t understand

https://www.mustard-seeds.net/
https://freepik.com
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Games

Ready, steady, wash!

You may like to do this outside, or have some towels 
handy.

 ▍ Fill a washing-up bowl (or several bowls!) with soapy 
water

 ▍ Have a selection of things that need cleaning – these 
could be toys or even the actual washing-up!

 ▍ Set a timer and see who can clean and dry the most 
amount of items in the time you set.

 ▍ Choose one person to be the king (wear a crown if 
you like!). The king has to inspect the items to see if 
they are clean enough to be used by a king.

Today we learnt that people needed to be made clean 
before the King arrived – but this could not be done with 
soap and water. They had to repent and be baptised.

Activity

Royal party time!

Make some bunting and signs to celebrate Jesus as the 
promised King. You could draw some pictures and write 
the words “Forgive”, “Repent” and “Get Ready for Jesus”. 
Decorate your house and have a little party!

Songs
Have a look at the Church at Home playlist on the St. 
Mary’s, Wootton YouTube channel. How about listening 
to Rescuer (Good News) by Rend Collective?

See if you can make up some actions, or learn some 
Makaton or British Sign Language words to worship 
along with your family!

You can also catch up with all sorts of songs and activities 
with this year’s Virtual Holiday Club playlist!

In Mark 1:6, we hear a bit about John the Baptist.  
It tells us, “John wore clothes made from camel’s 
hair, had a leather belt around his waist, and ate 

locusts and wild honey”.

That’s a pretty wild person!

What do you think John looked like?

John the baptist

Puzzles reproduced by kind permission of Youth For Christ Resources resources.yfc.co.uk • images by Billy Alexander / ba1969 (rgbstock.com), Andris Daugovich (dreamstime.com) • emojis by openmoji.org

Draw it!

The whole of Mark 1 – the first chapter in the book of Mark – is less than 
1,000 words long. It might not take long to read! This week, why not try to 

read the whole thing? Maybe not in one go, but see if you can complete 
the whole thing in a week! (If you don’t have access to a Bible at home, 

ask someone in your family, or read it online at biblegateway.com.)

Secret challenge... at home!

Play a quick game of charades! Can you 
communicate the title of your favourite book or film 
using just actions – without using any sounds?

get moving!

Do you think he was called John the Baptist 

because he baptised Jesus, or did he baptise 

Jesus because he was called John the Baptist?!

https://www.mustard-seeds.net/
https://freepik.com
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLlOsYfZKLADoZGCipQqxllO4LmADs0ITA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=leh-4fCc5MI&list=PLlOsYfZKLADoZGCipQqxllO4LmADs0ITA&index=7&t=0s
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLlOsYfZKLADpHaBf3XuO_3mQjPZPGTX0Y
https://www.biblegateway.com/
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The King of God's Kingdom (Part 1) – Week 1 
Worksheet D

Who does Mark say this whole book is about? (1:1) Complete the sentence:

"The beginning of the gospel about J___________ C____________ , the Son of God."

Who was it that told people he had come? J________ the B____________ (1:2, 4, 7)

How did John tell people to get ready for Jesus? (1:4-5)

1. R ________________ 2. Be b ________________ 3. C ____________________

What did each of these men do?

The King is Coming
The true story can be found in Mark 1:1-8

What does the word 'repent' mean?

How do you think the people felt about 
John's message that Jesus was here?

What made Jesus so much greater than John and Isaiah?

How did the people respond to John's warning to be ready for King Jesus?

How have you responded to this message? Are you ready to meet Jesus?

Isaiah

____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

____________________________________________ (1:2-3)

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________ (1:3-5)

____________________________________________________

____________________________________________ (1:7-8)
Jesus

John

4Co
py

rig
ht

 ©
 2

01
4 

by
 T

nT
 M

in
ist

rie
s •

 M
us

ta
rd

 S
ee

ds
 is

 a
 p

ro
du

ct
 o

f T
nT

 M
in

ist
rie

s •
 w

w
w

.m
us

ta
rd

-s
ee

ds
.n

et

https://www.mustard-seeds.net/

