
 

  www.stmaryswootton.org.uk 

FOCUS 
Making Jesus known to all 

October 2019 

Dig and Delve 
Report Page 11 



 

2 www.stmaryswootton.org.uk 

Parish Directory 

      
 
 
 
Vicar’s Letter    page 3 
 
Stewartby News    page 4 
          
Men’s Breakfast               page 5 
 
Diary    page 6/7 
 

 
 
 
 

Remembering Margaret Robertson  
 Genesis Updated           page 8   
The Turning of the Tide          page 9       
 
Introducing Emma Hearn           page 10      
Dig and Delve           page 11 
What’s On           page 12 
 

Parish Directory 
Vicar 
Revd. Peter Ackroyd                 768391 
vicar@stmaryswootton.org.uk 
 
Curate  
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Jim Hignett               401919 
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Hazel Sanders              765981 
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Emma Hearn                              305250 
 
Church Office (Tues-.& Wed 9.30-
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Diane Murray                     765375 
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Ring first to check. 
Organist and Choirmaster 
John Robertson                  767507 
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Allyson Cable                             766573 
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Richard Hull                         767205 
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Derrick Lowe 
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JoJo Ackroyd          768391 
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Anthony Hall           
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Playgroup             
Tracey Kerins                          767158 
 
Wrigglers      
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Matt Hearn           305250 
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Annette Hart           301327 
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Dorothy Teh            
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JoJo  Ackroyd                           768391 
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Norma Smith                 768462 
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Norma Smith                          768462 
Jenny Roffey 
  
Stewartby United Church   
Elaine Sullivan                        767057 
Christy Barr    (bookings)      766441    
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Dear Friends, 
 

‘The earth is the LORD’s and everything in it; the world, and all who live in it; for he found-
ed it upon the seas, and established it upon the waters.’    Psalm 24:1-2 

 
 
We live in a tormented era.  Who can doubt it?  Prosperous - most of us in the UK -        
beyond the dreams of our ancestors. Yet with thousands needing the support of food 
banks. Living with the world at our fingertips. But slow to protect it from the likely effects 
of climate change. Spared for over seventy years from nation-threatening wars. Yet locked 
in a bitter crisis over Europe. And with leaders apparently incapable of    constructive,  
collaborative solutions, and impatient of alternative views to their own.   
 
How have Christians learnt to respond to societies in turmoil?   
 
First – as these verses from a psalm tell us – by remembering that the Creator of the world 
has not abandoned it.  Rather, it continues to belong to him.  His verdict on his finished 
creation was ‘very good’.  And although the world is now damaged, even broken, on    
account of sinful humanity, he remains in control.  No human mismanagement will       
dislodge him from his throne or threaten his care.  Christians know they are in the end 
safe with him. 
 
Second, by praying, in the light of God’s sovereignty, for his name to be honoured.  The 
Bible urges us to pray to God for people in authority – for the social harmony and           
deliverance from conflict which enables his gospel to spread freely.  And to act to protect 
the vulnerable – from every background – as we are able.   
 
Finally, by keeping the turmoil of our era in perspective.  Though we do not know when it 
will be, Jesus has promised to return.  Every day is one day closer to that day.  The day 
when all human government and parliaments will be seen for what they are –  imperfect, 
necessary for a time, sometimes foolish or reckless or unjust, but always temporary.  And 
the earth and everything in it will once again find peace and harmony  - and be ‘very good’ 
to enjoy – under his gentle and perfect government.   
 

Yours truly, 
 

Peter Ackroyd 
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Stewartby News 

T@3 started again on the 3rd Sunday in September, after a break in August, although on 
the 3rd Sunday in August we held an informal morning service with bacon butties on offer! 
It was great to welcome back our regulars in September, as well as some newcomers. We 
were also delighted to have some visitors from a local Methodist church who are going to 
start their own version of T@3 in November.  

It was with sadness that we learned of the death of Bryn, whose wife Marion is a warden 
at the Sir Malcolm Stewart Homes. He regularly helped with the transport of people from 
the bungalows to the church, and will be sadly missed. 

Our local Sunflowers group, a Mums and Toddlers group which meets in the church hall, 
said goodbye to Alison in July. She has run the group, on a voluntary basis, for a number of 
years. If anyone reading this has any spare time on a Tuesday morning to help with the 
group, for instance serving drinks, please let me know and I will put you in contact with 
them. 

Our home group has also started again, after a short break in the summer holidays. We 
had a very informative, inspiring and thought-provoking evening with a missionary serving 
in the province of West Kalimantan, which is in the Indonesian part of Borneo. Chris serves 
alongside her husband, and is primarily concerned with wound care, plus of course their 
Christian outreach into the community. It was fascinating to hear about her colleagues, 
the volunteers and local people.  

Elaine Sullivan 
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Men’s breakfast, where are we going? 

 
 

Soon after Peter shared his vision of doubling our 
congregation by 2024, Ant Hall and I started          
discussing how we could plan specifically for the men 
of the village. We wanted to plan both in terms of 
ministry to Christian men at St Mary’s and the wider 
community of men in Wootton, including men whose 
wives come to St. Mary’s but don’t regularly attend 
church themselves.  

God has brought several strands together. After ‘Real 
Change’ Ant, my partner throughout, suggested that 

we meet every week or two to chat and pray. We recognised that we both had ideas for 
men’s spiritual growth at St. Mary’s. We met, we chatted, we prayed for wisdom and we 
chatted some more. I was reading ‘Dirty Glory’ by Peter Greig at the time, (a very good 
read) and with Ant’s help had started to pray with more confidence than I had                 
experienced before.  

Being the people we are, that is people who like breakfast, we wanted to continue with 
men’s breakfast that I had started shortly after ‘Story’. However, something wasn’t quite 
working with that format. We didn’t want breakfasts to be another sort of house group. Ant 
and I agreed that men’s breakfast should be more about supporting each other through 
prayer and conversation. How could we use men’s breakfast to encourage growth at St. 
Mary’s? 

At a time when Christians are at best seen as naïve and at worst malignantly ignorant, I ask 
you to bring non-Christian friends along to breakfast. In his book, Greig suggests that non-
Christians would rather be prayed for than spoken at. So as men’s breakfast is relaunched 
for another year, I ask you pray for us on the second Saturday of the month specifically for 
non-Christians to come along and for those of us from St Mary’s to be welcoming to those 
who do come along. 

There will be other men’s events, which we will advertise at a later date, once they are  
finalised. 

Rob Hamilton 
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Services at St. Mary’s 

 
Sunday 6 October 

9am  The Lord’s Supper - Preacher: Shaun Atkins  

10.30am   Morning Service - Preacher: Shaun Atkins  

Sunday 13 October 

9am  Morning Prayer - Preacher: Phillip Young 

10.30am  All Age Morning Service - Preacher: Phillip Young 

6.30-7.15pm  Prayer Meeting (Church) 

Sunday 20 October 

9am   Morning Prayer - Preacher: Anthony Hall 

10.30am   Morning Service  - Preacher: Anthony Hall 

 

Sunday 27 October 

9am  Morning Prayer - Preacher: Shaun Atkins 

10.30am  Family Communion - Preacher: Shaun Atkins 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

October 2019 

Services at Stewartby United Church 

6 October 10.30am  Morning Service      Jim Hignett  

13 October  10.30am  The Lord’s Supper Peter Ackroyd         

20 October 3pm  T@3   

27 October 10.30am Methodist Service   

Families @ 10.30am 

Young People’s groups 

every week apart from  

All-Age Sundays.  

Crèche every Sunday. 

October Sermons: 

Cash Values 
 

Sunday 6 October  

Matthew 6:19-24 

‘Treasures in heaven?’ 
 

Sunday 13 October  

Mark 12:41-44 

‘Rich towards God?’ 
 

Sunday 20 October 

2 Corinthians 8:1-9, 9:6-8 

‘A cheerful giver?’ 
 

Genesis 2-4: 

In the Beginning 
 

Sunday 27 October 

Genesis 2:4-17 

‘True freedom’ 



 

7 www.stmaryswootton.org.uk 

Sun Mon Tues Weds Thurs Fri Sat 
   1 2 

7pm  

Pathfinders 

(Hall) 

3 

8pm  

Christianity  

Explored 

(Vicarage) 

4 5  

6 

 

 

7.15pm J@M  

(Hall) 

7  10am   

Wrigglers 

(Wootton Baptist ) 

 

 

8 

 

9 

7pm  

Pathfinders 

(Hall) 

 

10 

8pm  

Christianity  

Explored 

(Vicarage) 

11 

 

 

12   9am  

Men’s  

Breakfast 

(Maypole Farm) 

 

13 

 

 

7.15pm J@M  

(Hall) 

14  10am   

Wrigglers 

(Wootton Baptist ) 

1pm  Lunch Club 

(Hall) 

15 

 

16 

7pm  

Pathfinders 

(Hall) 

17  

8pm  

Christianity  

Explored 

(Vicarage) 

18 

 

19 

 

20 
 

 

 

 

21  

7.30pm  Church 

Council (Hall) 

 

 

22 

 

23 

 

24 

8pm  

Christianity  

Explored 

(Vicarage) 

25 

 

26   

27 
 

 

 

28 10am   

Wrigglers 

(Wootton Baptist ) 

 

29  

 

30 

7pm  

Pathfinders 

(Hall) 

 31 

 

  

Letton Hall 

Church 

Weekend 

October 2019 

For Service details 

see opposite page 

For Service details 

see opposite page 

For Service details 

see opposite page 

For Service details 

see opposite page 

From St. Mary’s September Registers 
 

Funerals 
Wednesday   11 September Alan Willis 

Weddings 

Saturday          7 September James Colgate and Hannah Cutler 

Baptisms 

Sunday              1 September Nakai Chigwada 

Letton Hall 
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Remembering Margaret Robertson 
 

Looking back on the ten years of knowing Margaret, I have so 
much to thank her for and to celebrate. I remember her             
encouragement when I joined the choir, our mutual love of sacred 
music and worshipping God through it each week; her skill with 
flowers and the beautiful arrangements she made and her        
expertise at baking and decorating cakes. 

When Margaret became ill in the Spring of this year and could no 
longer attend church, it was my privilege to visit her. Although 
very ill, she was strong in spirit- placing her faith and trust in her 
heavenly father’s promises. She was cheerful, willingly submitting 
herself to God’s will and purpose for her. It was a wonderful     
witness to her Christian faith. 

At Margaret’s thanksgiving service a passage from Philippians 4 was read. It begins “Rejoice 
in the Lord always- I will say it again, rejoice” These words sum up for me Margaret’s joy in 
knowing God as her heavenly father and of a full life lived according to his will and purpose. 

Jenny Roffey 

.    
 
And man said…. 
“Let us make God in the image of man 
Now that so many values have changed 
To make life more genial-or even less menial 
Our beliefs must be all rearranged. 
  
Let us draw up a compromise on the         
convictions 
That Christians all hold as the norm 
Which we now understand very few in the 
land 
Are aware of or wish to conform. 
  
 
 

 
 
 

We’ll re-write our morality so it encompasses 
A much broader spectrum of views 
Then the people we meet as we walk up the 
street 
Hear the same as those filling the pews. 
  
And the God who we worship will accept our 
new standards 
For the others now seem rather silly. 
And I’m perfectly sure, when we reach 
Heaven’s door 
That He’ll bid us all enter—or will He?  

Rebecca Cook.© 

 

Genesis .. updated 
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The Turning of the Tide 
Have you ever felt that you were living under such pressure that your physical, emotional 
and spiritual energies had begun to flag? Back in 1999, after three years of family traumas 
of one sort and another, my physical and emotional reserves were at an all time low and I 
felt I was approaching breakdown. 

It was decided that I should take myself away on retreat for a few days- a decision that I 
was incapable of making myself. What is a retreat? They can take many forms- but this one 
was to be totally unstructured- just time to stand back and take a long look at my life      
unfettered by normal daily tasks. 

Where did I go? To the Anglican convent of the Sister of Christ at East Cowes on the Isle of 
Wight. The convent is set on a hill overlooking the Medina estuary and from my bedroom 
window I looked down over to West Cowes. The Royal yacht squadron and the Solent    
beyond. The convent can cater for 24 guests at any one time, but for most of the week I 
was the only guest, yet I never felt lonely. The chapel was so peaceful and available at all 
times. 

What did I do?  I slept a lot, cried, walked, took time to read and enjoy God’s word, wrote 
stories and poetry, sketched and stared out across the beauty  of God’s 
creation. 

The Celtic cross became quite an inspiration to me. Looking at the criss- 
cross pattern reminded me of the unbroken line of life, but the pattern 
never takes over- it is not the final explanation of life for we need a 
guide, the Holy Spirit. The pattern of the cross reminded me that I was in 
the hands of Jesus. Looking at the cross came the realisation that the        
circumstances of my life knocked me down and in order not to face 
them, I had covered them up with work and yet more work avoiding at 
all costs – breaking down- which (incorrectly) I had considered was a sin. 

All my energy and resources were used to cover up- I was not at ease. 

Why? After all Jesus had suffered injustice. He was scorned, rejected. His life appeared   
broken, a failure as he died on the cross, yet through his breakdown, came life in          
abundance for us. Why was I so afraid to break down? Because I would lose control, I had 
to accept the situation I was in, breakdown and let Jesus through. This stage of my life’s 
journey could become a gateway to glory. 

Now I must return. Will circumstances have changed? No- but my body, mind and spirit 
have been refreshed and Jesus is with me to travel through the unknown. I have been able 
to re- evaluate and put some order into my activity a have a fuller awareness of my Saviour 
and myself. 

( Written in February 1999)  

Ivy Peacock 

Post script. At the time, I needed to get away from the day-to-day routine, but we do  not always need 
to do that to fix our eyes on Jesus, we could set aside time to quietly meditate on God’s word, time to 
pray and time to share with someone we can trust with our honest, gut-felt despair. The things we 
learnt from ‘Real Change’. 
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I was a Holiday Happening child and was a leader as a teenager. Gradually my faith grew, 
however looking back now I can see whilst it all made sense in my head, my heart hadn’t 
changed and I wasn’t fully prepared to put my trust in Jesus.  
 
I went to university and lost my way completely, I didn’t have any Christian friends and God 
became a distant memory. I graduated and got my first proper job working with Pauline 
Kendall who had been very influential to me as a teen; she spoke with joy about Jesus and 
had something that I wanted, but at that point I hadn’t quite figured out how to get it or 
even what it was exactly, but it did bring back memories and got me thinking about God 
again.  
 
Meanwhile a close friend’s mum died and I was devastated and angry at God. Soon after 
we started attending the local church; initially I was very resistant, but God softened my 
heart and I came to realise that if I was so angry at God, then clearly He did exist, otherwise 
I wouldn’t be angry at Him!  Whilst my anger faded, I didn’t have much of a relationship 
with God.  
 
A few years later we were expecting our first child and moved back to Wootton. We hadn’t 
been to church for a while, but discussed baptism with Peter and he outlined the promises 
we would be expected to make as part of the service. As I had already acknowledged the 
existence of God I couldn’t just say empty words. Peter suggested doing a Christianity   
Explored course and we started attending St Mary’s.  
 
Coming back to St Mary’s felt like coming home. Apparently a group of people at St Mary’s 
had been praying for a drummer, within a few weeks Matt was in the music group and we 
were fully embedded within church life at St Mary’s. Looking back it felt like God knew that 
I was a flight risk and that this was a way of ensuring that we stayed and attended every 
week!  
 
As Theo was baptised I was reminded of truths that I knew but now were really resonating 
with me. God had been there all along calling me back, it just took me a while to realise 
that. Over the last 7 years I have learnt more and my faith has grown and I can say that I 
now trust and follow Jesus with my head and my heart. It doesn’t mean that I have it    
completely sorted, I’m constantly fighting my need to be independent and in control but 
God usually is good at reminding me who is in control.  

Emma Hearn 

 
 

Introducing Emma Hearn 
Youth and Families Worker 
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Some months back Josh asked if I would like to put my name down to volunteer during the 
annual summer holiday club and I was more than happy to help. Being new to the church I 
am not entirely sure I knew what I had signed up for when I sat at a table with Jim in the 
church hall clutching instructions from Lesley. Coming from a small church, messy church 
was considered a success if 10-15 children attended. Yet here we were a tent team of over 
20 adults just at one meeting, I think it was then it truly sunk in what a huge task holiday 
club was. 120 plus children, 8am starts, one week, several meals, late finishes, a barbecue, 
plus set up and clear up. If you have never attended a holiday club it truly is a site to      
behold. Just imagine the number of adults, probably 40 plus every day for a week freely 
giving their time and it was clear talking to people that this was such an annual routine    
no-one seemed to take a moment to realise what an incredible achievement that is,      
especially with today's busy lives. Many sacrificed annual leave, sleep and a whole heap 
more for one common goal, to bring the gospel to the village children and hopefully their 
families, sowing those little mustard seeds of faith that will hopefully flourish in years to 
come.  
 
I still remain amazed at what happened at our first holiday club. It was great to worship   
together before each day started and join our new church family in Christ in a new more 
intimate setting. I was in a tent led by Lesley with 20 plus 7 year olds each day. I watched 
them intently listen and cherish the stories. Even those who seemed restless seemed to 
have listened to every word when questioned. I watched tired adults smile relentlessly,   
genuinely happy to be part of the team bringing young minds to and sometimes even    
themselves closer to Christ. In truth my first holiday club blew me away and I will be back 
next year! 
 

Nicola Johnson 

 

Materials for the magazine should be submitted by the 14th of the month; 
materials received after this date are included at the discretion of the Editorial Team.       

Articles may be given to any of the team or emailed to  
focus@stmaryswootton .org .uk 

Liz Hignett Ivy Peacock 
Submission does not guarantee inclusion and the Editorial Team reserve the right to edit if 

appropriate. 

Dig and Delve 
Summer Holiday Club  2019 
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What’s the best news you 
have ever heard? 

Dig and Delve 
Summer Holiday Club 


