
Woootton Vicarage 
17th June 2020 
  
We remember before our God and Father your work produced by faith, your labour prompted 
by love, and your endurance inspired by hope in our Lord Jesus Christ. 
1 Thessalonians 1:3 
  
Dear members of St Marys 
  
Sunday 21st June 
Stay-at-Home God?  A Service for Father's Day 
  
People who come to faith in Jesus Christ normally say that the witness and example of friends played a big 
part.  It is one reason we re-launched 'invitation services' last year.  Aiming to provide regular opportunities for 
friends and family to join us in church.  A simpler service where the gospel is clearly preached, and the            
transformation Jesus brings to lives can be heard and seen.  
  

We made a great start with last year's service  - on Father's Day.  And this Father's Day brings the chance to     
connect with even more people.  To give thanks and pray for the father-figures in our lives.  And to hear the     
gospel from one of England's foremost evangelists, Glen Scrivener, in an address recorded for St Mary's.   
  

Glen knows St Mary's well from 2017's STORY mission week here.  Many of our faces, buildings, streets - and 
some of our homes and gardens too - are familiar to him.  His theme on Sunday - at a time of lockdown - is Stay-
at-Home God? Please pray for his ministry with us - and spread the word about Sunday's YouTube                      
service.   Before, during and after the event!  
  
Opening Church - for Prayer 
I am longing to be back with one another in the church building - though this still looks some time off.  But I am 
very glad to say that on Monday the Church Council agreed to the opening of church for private prayer.  I know 
many people in the community and church will value the opportunity to draw aside like this, in a place which has 
stood for refuge and hope for generations in Wootton.  
  
We plan to open for an hour each day, Sunday-Friday, at 5pm, for as long as is needed.  Starting this                  
Sunday.  While following all the guidance on social distancing, seating and daily cleaning.  Please let Hazel    
Sanders know if you can help with the cleaning - we have all the materials and procedures lined up.  Most of all, 
please make 'open church' known to neighbours and friends. 
  
With love in Christ 
  
Peter 
  
  

News and Prayers 
  

John Bunyan: Pilgrim's Progress 
Have you made a start reading (or re-reading)  this Christian classic?    Bedford's greatest gift to the world - and 
our recommended summer home project for everyone at St Mary's.  We recommend two modern editions: 
  

For families:  The Pilgrim's Progress retold by Jean Watson - easy to read with fact files and extra features.  £4.24 
from The Good Book Company: https://www.thegoodbook.co.uk/the-pilgrims-progress-1 
  
For older readers: Pilgrim's Progress edited by Rhoda Pipe.  In modern English, with Bible references.  £8.99 from 
The Good Book Company: https://www.thegoodbook.co.uk/pilgrims-progress 
  
Church Council 
The PCC met online on Monday.  As well as approving opening the church building for private prayer, PCC    
members discussed what we had gained - and wanted to keep - from lockdown, and what we had missed and 
were keen to restore.  Everyone is keen for physical church services to resume on Sundays as soon as               
possible.  But we recognised that online access to church weekly has enabled many to participate who             
previously had not.  And we know when we can meet there will be restrictions - on numbers and on activities - 
probably for some time. While some people may be unable or uncomfortable with joining us.  
  
So we agreed that for both pastoral and outreach reasons we will need: to work out how provide both 'in church' 



  
So we agreed that for both pastoral and outreach reasons we will need: to work out how provide both 'in church' 
and 'online' access to services; to invest in the necessary technology and expertise to serve everyone who wants 
to be with us on Sundays; and to maintain a shared 'common life' at St Marys even when we  'meet' differently.  Of 
course, this is likely to mean change across the board, and some exciting but demanding decisions.  Please pray 
for leaders, staff, and PCC as we explore options for the future.  
  
Prayer Diary 
Here is the prayer diary for the three weeks beginning Monday 22 June, or on our website. 
Prayer Diary 22 Jun - 12 Jul.pdf  
  
Please pray this week for: 
  
- physical safety and spiritual encouragement for all who visit the church building for prayer, and for those       
welcoming and keeping facilities secure and safe 
- the bereaved families of Dorothy Orchart and Kathleen Hull.  Dorothy's funeral  - attendance by invitation only 
on account of coronavirus restrictions - is at Bedford Crematorium at 1.45pm on Thursday 9 July.  A Service of 
Thanksgiving will be held later in the year.  
- David Price, giving thanks for the successful conclusion of treatment for cancer 
- Jane Helliwell as she continues to receive chemotherapy treatment following surgery earlier in the year 
- Gwen Lambert as she recuperates in Kimbolton Lodge 
- Phillip and Louise Young and their boys, as he continues on furlough and decisions are made about July and 
August 
  
Regular services and other events during the coronavirus crisis 
  
Sunday 21st June 
From 8am       Morning Service for Father's Day: 'Stay-at-Home God?' Preacher: Revd Geln Scrivener (St Mary's 
mission partner).     On the YouTube channel: 
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLlOsYfZKLADo1u-Lyd089V5Li62Mz-KKK 
Sermon over the phone : 01234 866195 
  
11.30am          Zoom Coffee   Meet one another online - with break out groups so everyone can be heard 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88965219015?pwd=ZUF1RjUreTh5UStPVm1RcmpsTzkwUT09 
Meeting ID: 889 6521 9015 
Password: 031033 
  
7.15pm               Prayer Gathering 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87027408382?pwd=L1JUaVJLVkZYUlpMRllDYzBqWWY3UT09 
Meeting ID: 870 2740 8382 
Password: 087588 
  
This Week 
  
Daily, Sunday-Saturday         5pm     Open Church for private prayer 
  
Monday 22 June                     8pm     Christianity Explored 
Contact Peter Ackroyd peterackroyd@me.com for details 


