
Wootton Vicarage 
3rd June 2020 
  
Dear members of St Marys 
  

Which of you, if your son asks for bread, will give him a stone?  Or if he asks for a fish, will give him a snake?  If you, 
then, though you are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your Father in heaven 
give good gifts to those who ask him!    Matthew 7:9-11 
  

Dogs are relentless optimists.  They assume their owners are good.  And they never give up hoping that we have 
something good for them - a walk, a treat, a game.  Morning noon and night, dogs live in hopeful expectancy.  
  

Christians  - according to these words of Jesus - have so much more reason to be hopeful.  We have a heavenly 
Father who has only good gifts in store for his children - even though we are far from good. He knows exactly 
what we need.  And who is infinitely more dedicated to our welfare than any dog-owner to their hound.  
  

That's worth remembering today.  The doors of our houses may be closed.  But for many of us the digital door is 
wide open: 24/7 news, frenzied commentary, countless social media feeds, pour into our lives.  Bringing vital   
information.  But all too often, much more: stoking fear, generating guilt, fuelling fury, and dialling up doubt.  We 
need ways of laying hold of peace and faith, and letting go fear and anxiety. 
  

So here is one way.  Growing a mindset of hopeful expectancy in prayer.  By recalling the goodness of God - his 
character, ways, deeds, purposes - as revealed in the Bible, and experienced in life.  And remembering we have 
the promise of Jesus, that our Father in heaven is committed to give good gifts to those who ask him.   We can 
place ourselves in his care, knowing that whatever we endure today, his 'goodness faileth never'. 
  

With love in Him 
  

Peter 
 
 

News this week 
  
Black Lives Matter 
'For the Lord is righteous, he loves justice.' (Psalm 11:7).  
  

The brutal death of George Floyd in Minneapolis - and the widespread demonstrations in the United States and 
across the world protesting against racial injustice - once again show us that millions suffer inequality,                 
disadvantage and violence on account of their skin colour.  We see in our own country how people from BAME 
backgrounds are suffering disproportionately in the COVID-19 crisis. We are aware of historic and recent injustice 
towards racial minorities. 
  

Christians, who know God has called us to himself with undeserved grace, know they are also called to love  
mercy and to uphold justice.  We also know that the great multitude of believers seen by John in Revelation 7 is 
from every nation, tribe, people and language - the multicoloured people of God.  St Marys has work to do to   
reflect this glorious reality better in our own life.  And to contend prayerfully with other believers for justice for the 
marginalised and oppressed.  
  

So I am glad to recommend an honest recent statement 'George Floyd: a White Christian's Response' by Revd 
Richard Coekin, who leads the Co-Mission church planting movement and works with church leaders across  
London.  See the link below.  It is well worth reading and turning to prayer. 
  

And with Co-Mission, I am glad to call on one another, and our church at this time to: 
Grieve this crime 
Stand with those who suffer 
Proclaim our hope of justice in the gospel of Christ 
and bend the knee in Prayer over all this, to the God who loves us and brings real change 
  

Peter 
  

https://dundonald.org/george-floyd-a-white-christians-response/?fbclid=IwAR3Oa016G-
XeWyqWcirwz6anY8UzADBhtMEBbYwR0W1kheGCmTa7fLsVTqQ 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 



Father's Day, Sunday 21 June 
For the second year, we will be marking this day in our Sunday service, on this occasion online.   I am delighted 
that our mission partner Glen Scrivener will be our preacher.  Glen led four wonderful days of outreach - STORY - 
here in Wootton in June 2017. (You can still see him in a couple of events from 2017 on our YouTube                
channel).  Why not invite your family, far and wide, to see the service online on 21 June - giving thanks and      
praying for fathers and family life whether or not you can be together in person.  
  
Please pray for: 
- the family of Revd Dick Roby, and especially his wife Ann, following his death on 10 May and funeral on 2 June 
in Watford.  Dick was Minister of Stewartby United Church, NSM Curate in Wootton parish 1992-2000, and contin-
ued to serve Stewartby regularly until 2012. We remember with thanks Dick's faithful biblical leadership, gentle 
and shrewd pastoral care, warm gift of friendship, and his wonderful partnership with Ann in serving the Lord. 
- the Young family as Phillip is on furlough this month 
- St Marys Preschool staff preparing to re-open on Tuesday 16 June 
- Emma Hearn, Youth and Childrens Worker, as she prepares the weekly Church at Home material for families, 
oversees the online Pathfinder and JAM youth groups, and shares leadership in the online services 
- Di and Dave Murray, Abi and Georgia following the funeral of Dave's father on 3 June 
- the bereaved family of Kathleen Hull, and with thanks for her life  - she was a longstanding lunch club member 
and a faithful member at the monthly service formerly held at Hanover Court 
- Gwen Lambert, as she continues to recover strength 
  

Regular services and other events during the coronavirus crisis 
  
Sunday 7th June 
From 8am       Morning Service         On the YouTube channel: 
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLlOsYfZKLADo1u-Lyd089V5Li62Mz-KKK 
Sermon over the phone : 01234 866195 
  
11.30am          Zoom Coffee   Meet one another online - with break out groups so everyone can be heard 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/88965219015?pwd=ZUF1RjUreTh5UStPVm1RcmpsTzkwUT09 
Meeting ID: 889 6521 9015 
Password: 031033 
  
7.15pm      Prayer Gathering 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87027408382?pwd=L1JUaVJLVkZYUlpMRllDYzBqWWY3UT09 
Meeting ID: 870 2740 8382 
Password: 087588 
  
Daily 
  
8pm                 Prayer o'clock A daily pause for prayer in our homes, as near 8pm as you can make it 
  
Next Week 
Mondays Tuesdays and Thursdays   Growth Groups now meeting online, by phone, WhatsApp and text to share 
news, read the Bible, support on another and pray for people and the world.   Details on the May-June sermon 
card here: https://9b68fd89-e6b7-4f5b-b79b-2b76c52eb06a.filesusr.com/
ugd/1c3acf_dbf6a1945dd74730b5361fb90e5b1832.pdf 
  
Saturday 13 June 9am  Men's Breakfast   This will be meeting virtually on Zoom - please contact 
me peterackroyd@me.com for a link. 
  
  
  
  


