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The Jesse Tree
  A family Advent adventure through the Bible



The Jesse Tree

To join in, you will need:

 � Something to use as a Jesse Tree – it could be a branch or twig you’ve 
found in the woods, a Christmas tree or an outline of a tree on a piece 
of paper. It doesn’t matter, as long as you can hang or stick ornaments 
on it!

 � The ornaments (you can find them at the end of this booklet. To save 
on printing, just print the ornament sheets and read the rest of the 
booklet on your computer);

 � Some card to either print or stick your ornaments to;

 � Some ribbon or string;

 � Colouring pencils or pens;

 � A Bible (or click the Bible references at the top of each day to view the 
passages online at BibleGateway.com).

We’re so excited to be sharing this with you, please follow along with us on 
our St Marys, Wootton Facebook page – we would love to see what you 
produce!

There’s something so exciting  
about the countdown to Christmas. 

There’s always a real sense of anticipation and hope as we look forward 
to the joy of Christmas. For each family that will look different. Some of us 
will have Advent calendars, some will go carol singing, make gingerbread 
houses or decorate the Christmas tree. The month leading up to Christmas 
is called Advent, which means arrival. This is because it is a time to get 
ready for the arrival of Jesus, whose birth we celebrate at Christmas.

One Advent tradition, which was started long ago in mediæval times, is a 
Jesse Tree. Jesse Trees are used to help tell the story of the Bible from 
creation to the Christmas story. The name comes from Jesse, the father of 
King David. One prophecy in the book of Isaiah says:

A shoot will come up from the stump of Jesse;

    from his roots a Branch will bear fruit.

The Spirit of the Lord will rest on him—

    the Spirit of wisdom and of understanding,

    the Spirit of counsel and of might,

    the Spirit of the knowledge and fear of the Lord—

and he will delight in the fear of the Lord.

He will not judge by what he sees with his eyes,

    or decide by what he hears with his ears;

but with righteousness he will judge the needy,

    with justice he will give decisions for the poor of the earth.

This year at St Mary’s, we are going to make our own Jesse Trees together, 
and as we work our way through the days leading up to Christmas, we’ll 
discover who is this ‘Branch’ coming out of the root of Jesse!  

Each day of Advent, starting on 1st December, there is an ornament that you 
can colour in and hang on your tree, with a brief Bible thought to hopefully 
get us all excited for the arrival of our amazing saviour, Jesus. 
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Day 1 Creation

Genesis 1: 1 and John 1: 1-3

Family thought

The word Genesis means beginning, so let’s start with the beginning of the 
world. In the beginning there was nothing, nothing to see, nothing to hear 
but God was there. God created the whole world and everything in it and 
it was perfect. 

Go for a walk today or look out of your window and really look at God’s 
creation – isn’t it marvellous? Perhaps you can collect some nature 
materials and make a picture.

Dig deeper

The book of John was written by John, one of Jesus’ disciples. It opens with 
these verses telling us that the Word was with God. 

Who do you think the Word is?

The Word became flesh and made His dwelling among us... John 1: 14

John is very clearly stating in the first three verses that Jesus is God and 
was there at the beginning. Who do you think Jesus is?

Day 2 Adam & Eve

Genesis 3: 6 and 1 Corinthians 15: 22

Family thought

God created the world to be perfect but Adam and Eve believed a terrible 
lie and thought that God didn’t love them. They didn’t listen to God and 
disobeyed His rules. This is called sin and it is our biggest problem. Sin 
is things we think, things we say, things we do that break God’s rules. Sin 
puts a barrier up between us and God – He is so perfect and we are not, 
no matter how hard we try. It means that we can’t be in God’s presence and 
that makes Him very sad as He loves us so much.

But there is hope! We might not be able to break the power of sin but 
Jesus can! Jesus is God’s King and through His death on the cross He has 
destroyed the barrier between us and God.

Dig deeper

What do you think the biggest problem is in the world? Climate change? 
Poverty? Injustice? A global pandemic? 

The Bible tells us that it is sin. God is perfect, He is just and wise and if we 
lived His way things would be perfect but we don’t, we rebel against God 
every single day. Our very nature is sinful and we all have sinful hearts. We 
know how Genesis 3 ended but that wasn’t the end of the story, Jesus is 
the beginning, middle and the end of the story. Jesus 
conquered death, Jesus dealt with the problem of 
sin once and for all. Through Jesus we can be 
made alive again. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+1%3A1&version=NIVUK
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+1%3A+1-3&version=NIVUK
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+3%3A+6&version=NIVUK
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Corinthians+15%3A+22&version=NIVUK


Day 3 Noah

Genesis 9: 12-13 and Hebrews 11: 7

Family thought

The story of Noah is probably very familiar, you may even have a Noah’s 
ark toy in your house. You could read the whole story of Noah in Genesis  
6: 5-8: 22. Maybe you have some toy animals you could pair up.

This year people have been displaying rainbows in their windows to say 
thank you to the NHS and other key workers. Why do you think they used 
a rainbow? 

Dig deeper

Earlier in Genesis 6 we read that God saw that “every inclination of the 
thoughts of the human heart was only evil all the time”. There was a problem 
but God had a rescue plan for Noah and his family. Noah did everything 
that God commanded because of his faith. 

As we continue making our Jesse Tree we will learn more about God’s 
greatest rescue plan. By having faith in Jesus we can be rescued too.

Noah obeyed God’s every instruction. Do you find it easy or hard to obey 
God’s instructions?

Day 4 Abraham

Genesis 15: 5 and Galatians 3: 8

Family thought

Have you ever tried to count the stars in the sky?

God made some amazing promises to Abraham – He promised him land, 
children and blessing. What made those promises even more amazing was 
at the time Abraham didn’t own any land and didn’t have any children, let 
alone as many as the stars! God also planned that someone from Abraham’s 
family would bless the whole world. Do you know who that might be?

Go outside or look out of your window at bedtime and see if you can count 
the stars.

Dig deeper

Abraham and Sarah were old when Isaac was born and, as impossible as 
it seemed at the time, God can do anything. Many years later, Paul wrote a 
letter to the Galatians showing the freedom we have in Jesus Christ and that 
we are justified by God because of our faith. Our faith makes us children of 
Abraham meaning we share in the inheritance and the blessing promised 
to Abraham and fulfilled through Jesus. 

How does it make you feel to know that we are all connected to Abraham 
and part of God’s family?

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+9%3A+12-13&version=NIVUK
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Hebrews+11%3A+7&version=NIVUK
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+15%3A+5&version=NIVUK
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Galatians+3%3A+8&version=NIVUK


Day 6 Jacob

Genesis 28: 12 and John 1: 51

Family thought

Jacob was Isaac’s son. One night, Jacob had a strange dream. He dreamed 
that he saw a staircase stretching all the way up to heaven, and there were 
angels going up and down the staircase. In the bible, sometimes God used 
dreams to speak to people. This dream was a message to Jacob. God was 
telling Jacob that one day there would be a way to get to heaven. 

Talk about your dreams either ones you’ve had at night or your dreams for 
the future.

Dig deeper

“Very truly I tell you, you will see heaven open, and the angels of God 
ascending and descending on the Son of Man.” John 1: 51

Instead of going up and down on a staircase, Jesus says that the angels will 
be going up and down on the Son of Man (that’s another name for Jesus). 
So Jesus himself is going to be the stairway to heaven. 

What do you suppose that means?

Day 5 Abraham and Isaac

Genesis 22: 7-8 and Hebrews 11: 17-19

Family thought

Abraham loved and trusted God even though He asked him to do a really 
hard thing. God kept His promise though, and provided a ram as a substitute 
for Isaac.

God wants His people to live and not die. God wants to rescue us but we 
have to trust Him. God promised Abraham that someone from his family 
would be a blessing for the whole world. God kept His promise by sending 
Jesus to be our substitute. Jesus died in our place so that we can be 
forgiven.

Is there a promise that you could try to keep at home this week? Do you 
think it will be easy or hard?

Dig deeper

It would have seemed like an impossible ask from God to Abraham yet 
Abraham trusted God and was prepared to carry out His instructions. 
Abraham knew that God always kept His promises and he knew that God 
had great power. 

How can Abraham’s experience (including how God ultimately responded 
in this situation) encourage us to trust 
God, even when it’s really hard?

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+28%3A+12&version=NIVUK
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+1%3A+51&version=NIVUK
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+22%3A+7-8&version=NIVUK
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Hebrews+11%3A+17-19&version=NIVUK


Day 8 Passover

Exodus 12: 26-27 and 1 Peter 1: 18-19

Family thought

Sometime later there was a new Pharaoh in charge who didn’t like God’s 
people at all and made them into slaves. God’s people cried out to God to 
rescue them. God told Moses to go to Pharaoh and to tell him to let them 
go. Moses was afraid but God said that He would be with him. 

Pharaoh said no  – so God sent ten plagues including turning the River Nile 
into blood and sending a plague of frogs but still Pharaoh said no! 

Moses told Pharaoh that God would send the worst plague of all. God 
said that every first born son would be killed across Egypt but He told His 
people to sacrifice their best lamb and put the blood of the lamb on their 
doors. Moses said that God would pass over their houses and see that the 
lamb had died instead of them. Pharaoh let them go and that night Moses 
and God’s people fled Egypt and slavery. They were free!

This was an amazing rescue but many years later an even greater rescue 
was coming and this time God’s people would be set free forever. 

Dig deeper

Look at instructions in Exodus 12 for the sacrifice of the lamb for Passover 
and compare it to the passage in 1 Peter 1. We can’t 
buy our way into heaven: our redemption is only 
achieved through the precious blood of a lamb 
without blemish or defect – God’s king, 
Jesus.

In a world where wealth, success and 
hard work are valued over everything 
else reflect on the empty way of life 
that brings and think about the way 
of life that Jesus offers you. 

Day 7 Joseph

Genesis 50: 20

Family thought

Joseph had eleven brothers and was the favourite of his father, Jacob. 
Jacob showed this by giving Joseph a beautiful coat, which made Joseph’s 
brothers jealous and they sold him into slavery. God had great plans for 
Joseph though and was always with him, even when he was put into prison. 
Joseph helped the Pharaoh to understand his dreams and he released 
Joseph from prison and promoted him to be in charge. When Joseph met 
his brothers many years later he forgave them and told them that behind 
everything that had happened to him God was doing something good, He 
was making everything right again.

What an amazing story!

Dig deeper

We like to be in control but actually we are most definitely not in control of 
our lives, God is! The story of Joseph shows us this very clearly. Joseph’s 
life did not appear to be going to plan but throughout it all God was with 
him and he didn’t lose faith. Despite Joseph’s brothers’ harmful intent, God 
intended it for good.

How does this verse help you face trials that you may be experiencing? 
Can you see God at work in the Bible and in your 
own life?

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Exodus+12%3A+26-27&version=NIVUK
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Peter+1%3A+18-19&version=NIVUK
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Genesis+50%3A+20&version=NIVUK


Day 9 The Ten Commandments

Deuteronomy 6: 4-7 and Matthew 22: 36-40

Family thought

Moses and the Israelites made a dramatic exit from Egypt and were free 
however they weren’t happy. In fact they moaned about being hungry and 
tired and they started to say maybe it was better when they were slaves, 
at least they had food to eat. They thought that God didn’t care for them, 
that He didn’t love them. We know that isn’t true, God rescued them, He 
provided them with food from heaven and with water from rock but still 
they grumbled. God called Moses up to the top of Mount Sinai and gave 
Moses ten rules called commandments. 

Do have a list of rules at home? Sometimes rules can seem like they are 
trying to spoil our fun but God’s rules show us how to live well with Him and 
with those around us. They are tricky to keep and the only person able to 
keep every rule is Jesus but, thankfully, God loves us and forgives us when 
we break a rule.

These rules showed God’s people how to live and how to be friends with 
Him. 

Dig deeper

The Pharisees tried to test Jesus by asking Him what the greatest 
commandment was and Jesus replied with great wisdom capturing the 
essence of the ten commandments. 

If we truly love God with all our heart, soul and strength 
then everything we do, our work, our education, 
our actions, our relationships will display our 
love for God and others. Success, status or 
wealth and possessions won’t count for 
anything, it is what’s inside our hearts 
that counts. 

These commandments show us 
what it is like to have a perfect 
relationship with God, what it is like 
to live in a perfect world-something 
that we fail at everyday but something 
that because of Jesus we can have in 
the new creation.

Day 10 Joshua

Joshua 6: 2, 20 and Hebrews 11: 30

Family thought

After Moses died God gave His people a new leader – Joshua, who was 
going to lead God’s people into the Promised Land. However there was 
one problem – Jericho. Jericho was a city with huge walls that stopped 
anyone from getting into the Promised Land. The people didn’t know what 
to do, but God did – even if it was an unusual battle plan! God told Joshua 
what to do and promised if they did what He said then their lives in the new 
land would be happy. 

Joshua’s army was ready to fight but God’s plan wasn’t about fighting it 
was about trusting God. God told Joshua and his army to march around 
the city everyday for six days. On the seventh day God told Joshua to 
march around the city seven times blowing their trumpets and making 
lots of noise finishing with a great big shout. They did that and something 
amazing happened, the walls of Jericho fell down and all of God’s people 
just walked straight into Jericho.

Grab some instruments or saucepans and lids and march around your 
house making as much noise as possible. You could also build a wall from 
toy bricks that you can knock down.

Dig deeper

Sometimes God asks us to do things that we don’t 
understand and we can see that in the Bible and 
in our own lives. Joshua and his army had faith 
that God would grant them victory in Jericho 
even if it was in a way they didn’t expect. 

Do you trust God to deliver you, even 
if it isn’t how you planned? Hebrews 
chapter 11 looks at the faith of some 
Old Testament people and ends (in 
verse 39-40) saying that, despite 
their faith, none of them had received 
what God promised – since God had 
planned something better. Do you 
know what that might be?

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Deuteronomy+6%3A+4-7&version=NIVUK
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+22%3A+36-40&version=NIVUK
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Joshua+6%3A+2%2C+20&version=NIVUK
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Hebrews+11%3A+30&version=NIVUK


Day 12 David

1 Samuel 16: 7, 17: 45-47

Family thought

David was Jesse’s youngest son and was just a shepherd but God chose 
him to be king of Israel over all his older brothers. David then went on to 
defeat Goliath armed with five stones and a slingshot and later become the 
king of Israel. 

God doesn’t worry about the outside, about what we look like. God cares 
about the inside, about what’s in our hearts. On the outside David did not 
look like a king at all but God could see his heart and chose David to be 
king. 

Dig deeper

Goliath seemed like a pretty terrifying enemy and on the surface David 
looked small and weak, an unequal match, but... A strong human clad in 
armour versus a small human with no armour but with God on his side – we 
know who wins!

The Lord doesn’t need swords or spears to save. Jesus looked small and 
weak to His enemies but He defeated mighty enemies once and for all. 
Jesus conquered sin and death!

Can you tell someone about Jesus this 
week? Be brave!

Day 11 Ruth

Ruth 1: 16 and Matthew 1: 5-6

Family thought

Ruth was from Moab, a place where people didn’t believe in God and her 
husband’s family were from Bethlehem in Judah. When Ruth’s husband 
died, his mother Naomi decided to go home to Israel and Ruth decided 
to go with her. God looked after Ruth and made it so that she would meet 
a good man called Boaz who would marry her. Boaz and Ruth went on to 
have a son who then went on to have a son and so on. God used Ruth, a 
very ordinary person to work out His plan. Ruth became part of the kingly 
line of Judah. One day she would be the great grandmother of King David. 
One day an even greater King would come from her family.

Maybe you would like to make a Christmas card to send to someone in 
your family.

Dig deeper

The book of Ruth is a story of ordinary people striving to live for God in the 
middle of great hardship. Ruth was an outsider but she trusted God and 
her story shows that God is involved in the lives of His people – from the 
smallest details of one person’s life to the largest plans for all of His people. 

How does the story of Ruth fit into God’s plan of salvation for all?

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Samuel+16%3A+7&version=NIVUK
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Samuel+17%3A+45-47&version=NIVUK
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ruth+1%3A+16&version=NIVUK
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+1%3A+5-6&version=NIVUK


Day 14 Elijah

1 Kings 18: 25-39

Family thought

God’s people had turned away from Him and were following a false god 
called Baal. So God’s prophet, Elijah, set a challenge: “we’ll each set up 
an altar with a sacrifice and see which god sets fire to his sacrifice.” The 
followers of Baal set up their altar and danced round it all day, shouting to 
Baal to answer them. But he didn’t. 

Then Elijah made it even more difficult for the Lord God, because he 
poured loads of water all over his altar, and then asked God to answer him. 
God answered! He set fire not only to the sacrifice, but to the stones that 
the altar was built from, and all the water that had been built around it.

The Lord God showed that He is the true God.

How do you think you would feel if you had seen the Lord powerfully send 
fire to burn up a huge, soaking pile of stones? 

Dig deeper

You would have thought, having seen that, the people would never turn 
away to follow other gods again. Initially, the people turned back to the 
Lord and acknowledged Him as God. But it was short-lived. They were 
soon back to their old ways and following false gods. 

In what ways do we follow ‘false gods’ – things that 
turn our attention away from the Lord?

Day 13 Solomon

1 Kings 8: 12 and Revelation 21: 3

Family thought

After King David died, his son Solomon became king. Solomon built a 
magnificent temple for God, it was very intricate, it had wood carvings and 
lots of gold and it took Solomon 7 years to build it. Inside the temple was a 
special room called the Most Holy Place and in that place God and people 
could be together. 

Perhaps you could look at 1 Kings 6 to see what the temple was like-maybe 
you could draw a picture of what you think it looked like.

Dig deeper

The temple was really impressive and the Ark of the Lord’s Covenant was 
brought to the Most Holy Place. When the priests withdrew from the room 
the cloud filled the temple of the Lord. God dwelled in the temple.

God had better plans though; He didn’t want only certain people to meet 
with Him in a room. As we see in Revelation the dwelling place of God is 
with His people. Today we are able to have a direct relationship with God; 
we don’t need to go to a special place, why do you think this is? (Have a 
look at John 2: 19 & Mark 14: 58.)

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Kings+18%3A+25-39&version=NIVUK
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Kings+8%3A+12&version=NIVUK
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Revelation+21%3A+3&version=NIVUK


Day 16 Prince of Peace

Isaiah 9: 6-7

Family thought

How many names do you have? Can you see all the different names given to 
Jesus (because that’s who this prophecy was taking about)? God promised 
that He would send someone who would rule the world in peace forever.

Wow! Doesn’t that sound great?!

Dig deeper

You may have heard this passage lots of times – it’s one of the traditional 
ones read at Christmas as it is a prophecy about Jesus, written hundreds 
of years before He was born. But read it again, slowly, looking at all the 
different ways in which Jesus is described. Jesus’ kingdom will be ruled 
with peace, with justice and with righteousness, and will last forever – no 
worries about who will be voted in next – He will rule His perfect kingdom 
forever. 

Does that sound like somewhere you’d like to live?

Day 15 The Lion and the Lamb

Isaiah 11: 6-9

Family thought

Can you imagine a world where animals like wolves, leopards and lions will 
lie down at peace with lambs, goats and calves? Where small children can 
play on a snake’s nest without being hurt? It sounds amazing doesn’t it?! 

That’s how God’s prophet, Isaiah, described what God’s kingdom would be 
like. 

Talk about different animals and what it will be like for them all to be at 
peace with each other. 

Dig deeper

Do you see in the verses the reason why there will be such radical peace?

“… for the earth will be filled with the knowledge of the Lord, as the waters 
cover the sea.” Isaiah 11: 9

So the peace comes because everyone in the world will know God. 

We are so often tempted to think of other ways to achieve peace – more 
money, more education, better diplomacy….but the bible tells us that the 
source of lasting peace is the knowledge of the Lord. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+9%3A+6-7&version=NIVUK
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+11%3A+6-9&version=NIVUK


Day 18 A New Covenant

Jeremiah 31: 31-34, Luke 22: 20 and Hebrews 9: 15

Family thought

Do you ever feel like you know what the right thing is to do, you know what 
you should do, but you do the wrong thing anyway? It’s just so tempting. 

Well God promised that He would give His people a helper - God’s own 
Spirit, who comes to live in anyone who trusts in the Lord. That helper will 
guide us to follow God.

Have you ever tried to walk along one of those balancing poles at the 
playground? It’s really tricky on your own, isn’t it? But if someone holds your 
hand, it’s much easier. Well, having God’s Spirit is a bit like having someone 
holding your hand to help you when you wobble.

Why don’t you try balancing on one leg? Is it easier if you have someone 
to hold on to?

Dig deeper

Throughout the history of God’s people we have seen them wandering 
away from Him again and again. God kept giving His people good gifts, 
He kept guiding them back on course when they wandered off, giving 
them signs and showing them that He was God. God promised His people 
blessing after blessing, if only they followed Him.

But again and again they forgot and turned away. 
They just couldn’t seem to keep their side of the 
bargain.

So God promised a more radical 
solution. He’d give them a spiritual 
heart transplant. Instead of a “heart of 
stone”, He’d give them a new heart, 
a “heart of flesh”, a heart that loved 
to do God’s will. And not only that, 
He’d send His Spirit to guide them. 
In effect. God would help them keep 
their side of the bargain, by giving them 
hearts that actually wanted to follow Him.

Day 17 The Suffering Servant

Isaiah 53: 2-6 and 1 Peter 2: 23-25

Family thought

We heard yesterday about how Jesus was going to come and bring His 
new kingdom, where everything would be perfect, so what’s all this about 
suffering? 

Well, that’s how Jesus won the peace that was promised. 

Do you remember that barrier between us and God, called ‘sin’? Well, 
Jesus, who had never ever done anything wrong, stepped in and took the 
punishment that we deserve for our sin. 

This was all part of God’s amazing rescue plan, to save His people. God 
says we are like silly sheep wandering off into danger, when the safest 
place to be is with the shepherd. God sent Jesus to bring us back.

These verses describe the greatest ‘swap’ in history. Where we deserve 
punishment for turning away from God, Jesus lovingly steps in and takes 
that punishment for us. 

Dig deeper

Have you ever heard of a ‘whipping boy’? It was a boy, brought up in the 
palace with a prince, who ate with him, went to lessons with him, played 
with him… but if the prince did anything wrong, the 
whipping boy would be whipped instead, so the 
prince didn’t have to be. Doesn’t that make 
you feel cross? How unfair! 

But that’s what Jesus did for us – He 
stepped in and took our punishment 
so that we don’t have to. Instead, if 
we trust in Jesus, we can have peace 
with God, because His wounds have 
healed us.

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Jeremiah+31%3A+31-34&version=NIVUK
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+22%3A+20&version=NIVUK
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Hebrews+9%3A+15&version=NIVUK
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Isaiah+53%3A+2-6&version=NIVUK
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Peter+2%3A+23-25&version=NIVUK


Day 20 John the Baptist

Mark 1: 1-8

Family thought

If someone comes to visit you, they usually send you a message to tell you 
they are on their way. If you are anything like us, when we know visitors are 
coming, we race round to tidy up before they arrive. 

John the Baptist was a bit like that message, letting everyone know that 
Jesus was on His way. John came first, and gave everyone a chance to 
prepare their hearts for Jesus. 

What do you do when you know you have visitors coming? 

Dig deeper

The people had been waiting for this promised King, Saviour, Prince, 
Shepherd, to come for hundreds of years. Now, finally, John the Baptist 
announces that He is almost here! He’s coming!

John invited people to repent of their sins and be baptised, so that they 
would be ready for when Jesus arrived. 

This Advent, we can do that too, as we get ready for Christmas. We can say 
sorry to God for all the ways in which we haven’t followed Him, and ask Him 
to clean our hearts, ready to receive Jesus at Christmas.

Day 19 Bethlehem

Micah 5: 2

Family thought

Hundreds of years before Jesus was born, a prophet called Micah said that 
He would be born in Bethlehem. 

Bethlehem sounds special to us, because we know that’s where Jesus was 
born. But it wasn’t a particularly special place. It wasn’t very big, or very 
interesting. You would have expected a king to be born in Jerusalem or 
somewhere ‘important’. 

The funny thing is, Jesus’ parents didn’t even live in Bethlehem. They had 
to travel there because the ruler of their time decided he wanted to count 
all His people, so they went to Bethlehem to be counted. 

But when God makes a promise through one of His prophets, even if it 
sounds really unlikely, it will definitely happen. Isn’t it great to know that 
God keeps His promises?

Dig deeper

Can you imagine if I told you that the next King of England would be born 
in Wootton? You’d probably laugh at me. Kings are born in London, not 
Wootton. That’s the sort of impact this prophecy would have had. It seemed 
so unlikely that God’s king would be born in such a humble place. 

Mary and Joseph lived in Galilee, nowhere near 
Bethlehem. But still God was able to ensure 
that Caesar, the ruler of the entire Roman 
world, decided to take a census of his 
people, and that Joseph would have 
to travel back to Bethlehem with his 
heavily pregnant wife, so that Jesus 
would be born where God had 
promised He would be.

We can be confident that if God says 
something will happen, nothing will 
stop it from happening. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Mark+1%3A+1-8&version=NIVUK
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Micah+5%3A+2&version=NIVUK


Day 22 Joseph

Matthew 1: 18-23

Family thought

Jesus had an earthly father called Joseph. He was a carpenter. Before Mary 
and Joseph were married, Joseph found out that Mary was going to have 
a baby. He must have been pretty upset, but an angel came to him in a 
dream and told him that Mary’s baby would save God’s people from their 
sins. That’s what the name Jesus means - ‘the Lord saves’.

This was part of God’s amazing rescue plan to save His people. Jesus was 
going to be the rescuer, and Joseph was going to get to be His earthly 
father.

Joseph taught Jesus how to use a hammer and how to make things out of 
wood. Talk about what things Jesus might have learned from Joseph.

Dig deeper

Joseph was an honourable man – when he found out that Mary was 
pregnant, rather than shame her publicly, he planned to divorce her quietly 
(although they weren’t married, they were betrothed, which was still a 
formal agreement). But the angel told him not to be afraid and to accept 
Mary as his wife. If he did, he would play a role in raising the one who had 
come to save God’s people – God’s chosen one. In many ways it would 
have been easier for Joseph to turn his back on 
Mary – this wasn’t going to be an easy life – but he 
obeyed God, set aside his fear, and accepted 
his role in this amazing story.

Can you see another name for Jesus 
in the passage? It’s Immanuel, which 
means ‘God with us’. Yet another 
reminder that Jesus is none other than 
God himself, come down to earth as 
a human, to be with His people.

Day 21 Mary

Luke 1: 30-37

Family thought

Mary was just an ordinary young girl. She didn’t even have a husband. So 
it must have been a huge shock to her when the angel came and told her 
that she was going to have a baby, and not just any baby – the Son of God!

When that angel came into Mary’s life, her whole world was changed 
forever. She would get to be the mother of God’s chosen king, which is 
pretty amazing. But that also meant that later she would have to watch Him 
die.

However, it wasn’t just Mary’s life that was changed forever because of 
Jesus - the whole world was changed forever when God became a human 
being through Jesus! And our lives can be changed forever if we let Jesus 
into our hearts.

The moment God became human, in Mary’s womb, the whole of history 
changed. This is God, the creator of the universe, becoming a weak, fragile 
human. 

Dig deeper

You’ve probably heard this story so many times that it’s easy to lose sight of 
how amazing that is. God becomes Man. The Creator 
enters into His creation. Take some time to let that 
sink in!

Take a moment now to think about how 
Mary must have felt at this news, and 
then look at the humility and the faith 
with which she accepts it. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+1%3A+18-23&version=NIVUK
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+1%3A+30-37&version=NIVUK


Day 24 Wise Men

Matthew 2: 1-12

Family thought

The second set of visitors that we are told about were wise men from far 
away. They saw a star in the sky and knew that it meant that a baby king 
had been born. They followed the star, travelling a long way to find Jesus. 
First they went to Jerusalem, as that seemed like the most likely place for 
a king to be. But king Herod didn’t know anything about it – in fact, it made 
him pretty cross as he didn’t want anyone else to be king. So they followed 
the star onwards to Bethlehem, where they finally found Jesus!

What sort of presents do you think a baby would like? Maybe you have 
a baby brother or sister – what did people give them? Teddies, clothes, 
blankets? Certainly not gold, frankincense and myrrh! Those are very 
strange presents for a baby, aren’t they?!

But each gift meant something about who Jesus was. Gold, because He 
was a king: God’s king. Frankincense (which was a kind of smelly smoke 
used in God’s temple) because He was God. Myrrh (which was used at 
funerals) because He had come to die. 

Dig deeper

It was a natural assumption that a new king would be born in Jerusalem – 
the capital of Judea, where King Herod lived. But this would be a different 
king. He hadn’t come to lord it over people and rule from a palace, but to 
be a servant. Actually, God had promised that His king would be born in 
Bethlehem – and His promises always come true. 

How must Mary and Joseph have felt having 
strange men from far away coming to visit 
their baby, bringing such unusual gifts? If 
they had understood the gifts’ meanings, 
how would they have felt, knowing 
that this tiny baby was a king? And not 
only a King, but God in human form? 
And amidst all the joy was the myrrh, 
a reminder that Jesus had come on 
a rescue mission which meant that 
He would have to die. What a huge 
amount to take in!

Day 23 Shepherds

Luke 2: 8-14

Family thought

When a new king is born, who do you think would usually be the first to visit 
the royal baby? Other members of the Royal Family? The Prime Minister? 
The Archbishop of Canterbury? 

But look at who Jesus’ first visitors were – humble shepherds who had 
been out in the fields looking after their sheep. No-one rich or important. 
Can you imagine how the shepherds must have felt, seeing angels in the 
sky, singing about a saviour who had been born in a stable?

There are lots of Christmas carols that tell us about Jesus’ birth. Have a 
listen to a few today – do you have a favourite?

Dig deeper

Why do you think God chose to tell the shepherds before anyone else?

This is what everyone has been waiting for – from the moment Adam and 
Eve sinned and were sent out of the garden, humanity had been waiting 
for a saviour, someone to rescue them from their sins. And now, finally, He 
is here! 

No wonder the angels were singing their hearts out! This really is good 
news, of great joy!

The angels were proclaiming “peace on earth” 
– that’s a phrase that we often hear around 
Christmas time. But it’s often misunderstood. 
This isn’t some fairy tale peace, or some 
throwaway line. This is peace with God, 
because the saviour has come to take 
our sins away. This is peace with each 
other because the world will be filled 
with the knowledge of God.

Now THAT is news to shout about! 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew+2%3A+1-12&version=NIVUK
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+2%3A+8-14&version=NIVUK


Day 25 Jesus

Luke 2: 1-7

Family thought

We have made it! The drum roll of Advent is over! The trumpet has blown! 
The king is here! 

But wait! What? No red carpet? No newspapers and photographers waiting 
to take his picture? No. This king was born in a smelly old stable, and laid in 
an animal’s feeding trough. What??! 

What kind of king is this, who was born in such an unusual way?

This wasn’t a king who had come to boss people about and live in a palace. 
This king had come to be a servant. He had come to be a rescuer, to save 
His people from their sins. And that is the best news in the whole world! 

Happy Christmas! 

Dig deeper

What a strange climax to our story. All the way through Advent we have 
been waiting for the arrival of this king:

 � the king who would be God himself;

 � the king who would bring peace;

 � the king who would be the stairway between earth and heaven;

 � the king who would save His people from their 
sins;

 � the king who would take the punishment 
that we deserve;

 � the king who would die. 

Is this what you think of when you see 
baby Jesus lying in the manger? 

Spend some time this Christmas 
thinking about who Jesus really is, 
what He came to do and what that 
means to you. Hopefully you’ll realise 
that this is the very best news ever.  
It truly is good news of great joy! 

Happy Christmas!

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+2%3A+1-7&version=NIVUK


God created the world

The rainbow is a sign of  
God’s promise to Noah

Adam and Eve believed a terrible lie  
that God didn’t love them

God promised Abraham that he  
would be the father of many people  

– as many as the stars!
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Abraham trusted God’s promise  
even when it was really hard

Joseph’s brothers sold him  
to be a slave but instead he saved  

many people from a terrible famine

God showed Jacob  
a stairway to heaven

God rescued his people from Egypt
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God gave Moses the ten best rules  
for living, to help his people take care  

of each other

Ruth was very brave and chose to leave 
her home and go to Bethlehem with her 

mother-in-law Naomi even though  
it was very hard

God made the walls of Jericho  
fall down and brought His people  

into the Promised Land

David was just a shepherd but  
God used him to defeat Goliath  

and then to become king of Israel
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Solomon built a  
magnificent temple for God

God promised that one day  
everyone would be at peace –  

even lions and lambs

The people had forgotten the Lord 
so he used Elijah to show them  

he is the only true God

God promised that a baby  
would be born who would bring peace 

and would be king over all forever 
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God promised that his servant  
would come and bring peace by taking 

the punishment that we deserve

The promised king  
would be born in Bethlehem

God promised that He would give  
his people new hearts and send  

his Spirit to live in them

John the Baptist came to prepare  
the way for the coming of the Lord
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An angel told Mary she would  
have a baby who would be king  

over God’s people forever

An angel told the shepherds  
that a saviour, God’s chosen king,  

had been born in Bethlehem

God told Joseph that Mary’s baby  
was from the Holy Spirit and would  

save His people from their sins 

Wise men came from the east  
following a star, to find the one  

born King of the Jews
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God’s chosen King,  
Jesus – the promised Saviour,  
God with us – has been born!
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