
The Vicarage, Wootton 
27th  March 2020 
  
Dear members of St Marys 
  
'Constant change is here to stay,' someone once announced.   This week has been an example.  We have all had 
to change the way we live, again.  As the way of life we take for granted has been suspended, to protect the    
vulnerable and support the NHS.  Families are staying home.  People are losing work and income.  Healthcare 
workers are facing daily danger.  And, heart-warmingly, many are coming to the help of neighbours and 
strangers.  
  
Let's be honest.  This is a time of unprecedented heartache or worry.  For members of church and community 
who are self-isolating - unwell, or living in households with someone unwell - or vulnerable because of age or 
health.  For bereaved families, unable to invite friends to funeral services.  For wedding couples, rearranging their 
'big day' for many months ahead.  For families like mine, with older relatives who live far away.  For almost all of 
us, figuring out how to cope, and to care.  And especially, for healthcare workers and their families as rates of   
infection climb.  
  
What does Christian faith look like, in a time of such turmoil?  Perhaps the first thing to say is that so much of the 
Bible was clearly written for believers enduring hard times.  It certainly shows us we can come clean with God 
about our heartache, anger, fear, grief and questions.   When loss comes into our lives, we are wise to admit how 
hard we find it, to lament.  And yet it is also a time to see, with fresh clarity, what really matters.  And where we 
can find solid ground. Christians know, in the words of the letter to the Hebrews, that 'Jesus Christ is the same, 
yesterday, today and forever' (Heb 13:8).  He is the one who is with his people through every storm, unchangeably 
loving and reliable.  As the song says, 'In Christ alone my hope is found'.  There is of course, much more to say 
and many questions to ponder.  I promise help with this over the weeks to come.  
  
  

This Sunday, 29th March: on YouTube and by phone 
For now, we are no longer able to use the church building - not even for private prayer.  So this Sunday's service - 
music readings and prayers - is being recorded 'off-site'.  Phillip Young will be preaching from the account of   
Jesus' raising his friend Lazarus from death of life, in chapter 11 of John's gospel.  
  
The service will be available on St Marys YouTube channel from 8am on Sunday morning.   
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCZvCU7xTRXeo4I4L5U10cxQ 
  
And for those who do not have internet access, there is now a phone number where you can hear the                 
sermon.  Just dial 01234 866195: after the short message beginning 'you have a trial account . . . ', press any key on 
your phone and after two rings you'll be connected to the sermon track. At the end, just hang up.    (Please pass 
this information on the people who may need it.) 
  

Pastoral support 
The phone lines have been busy this week.  Thank you to those who have been supporting one another.  I know 
Growth Groups members are in touch and leaders are contacting them directly where they can.  Over the next 
few days we'll be putting in place a team to be in regular direct touch with church members who are not in 
Growth Groups, prioritising those who are self-isolating.  I am always grateful when people let me know of people 
in need of support - please don't hesitate to ring or email me. 
  
Keep an eye of the website - we'll be posting links soon to a range of resources for families and individuals. 
  

Practical help 
Do let me know if you are able to help with picking up shopping, medication or other simple support for people 
who are self-isolating.   And if you are able, sign up to offer help to the wider community.  There are a number of 
ways to do this: 
  
Via the Bedford Borough Community Hub (delivering food parcels, prescriptions, etc): 
https://www.bedford.gov.uk/social-care-health-and-community/public-health/coronavirus/coronavirus-
community-hub/ 
  
  
 



  
 With the NHS Volunteer Responders (to help mainly with healthcare needs of at-risk patients eg with medication, 
transport to appointments, etc) 
https://www.england.nhs.uk/2020/03/your-nhs-needs-you-nhs-call-for-volunteer-army/ 
  
With the Wootton Good Neighbours Scheme 
Tel 07717 770 247 
  
  

Prayer O'clock 
It's been great to hear of households and individuals pausing to pray daily at 8pm - or as near as they can       
manage  - for each other, for our community and for the world.  
  
  

Please pray for . . . 
Finally, the following church members are particularly in need of our prayers this week: Dorothy Orchart, as she 
returns home after a spell in hospital and residential care; David Price, undergoing daily radiotherapy  treatment; 
and Kirsty Edwards, following admission to hospital on Thursday.  And the bereaved families of Mervyn Pestell, 
Dorothy Tory, Hazel Brightman, Mary Watson and David Briggs (Shaun Atkins father-in-law), as they grieve the 
loss of loved ones and with all the limitations on funerals at present.  
  
One of the readings set in the church calendar for this Sunday, just a fortnight before Good Friday and Easter,  
includes this certain hope: 
  
And if the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead is living in you, he who raised Jesus from the dead will 
also give life to your mortal bodies because of his Spirit who lives in you.  Romans 8:11 
  
  
With love to all of you in Christ Jesus 
  
  
Peter 


